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This month | would like to introduce you to the newest member of 
our staff here at CMI. Scoopie Bruce Harper. Scoopie and | go way 
back (at least 30 years) in this town, back to the days when! owned a 
little night club down on Commerce Street here in Nashville that was 
a popular hangout for all the music people. In those days Bruce was 
one of the most popular DJs here—he had his own early morning 
show on WLAC with Bob Jennings, who now works at Acuff-Rose. A 
lot of water has gone under the bridge since then. Bruce has also 
worked on several other local radio stations not only as a DJ but. also 
a news reporter. (He was the first reporter on the scene when Jim 
Reeves plane crashed in Brentwood in 1964) Bruce is a native 
Nashvillian who knows everybody in the business and he has his . 
own unique style of writing. We think you will enjoy his column each 
month and we’re proud and honored to have him with us. 


Percy. Het 
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In the late 1940s when Eddy Arnold was King of the country singers, one man came very 
COM | NG IN close to dethroning him: George Morgan. His first record was not only a million seller for O N SAL a 
him but also a top 10 smash for both Red Foley nd Elton Britt—all at the same time. 1949 


his bi . But how h lly developed into the superstar he should have 
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¢ DOLLY PARTON IN ALOOK-A-LIKE CONTEST? ¢ RALPH EMERY HOSTING NEW SHOW e IRS TROUBLES FOR JERRY LEE 


NASHVILLE, TENiNESSEE: Our own 
super singer DOLLY PARTON once 
confided to a group of schoolkids that 
she wears specially-built corsets and 
bras to push in her waist and push out 
her bust. She also admitted she once 
entered a Dolly lookalike contest as a 
gag .. . and lost! And now because 
some kook out there has made threats 
on her life, it appears that Dolly will on- 
ly appear one more time in public, and 
that will be in London, England. Her 
plans are to act in some movies and 

‘sing on TV appearances hereafter. I’m 
told that Dolly’s next movie will be with 
SYLVESTER STALLONE (‘‘Rocky”) in 
“A Rhinestone Cowboy” from 20th 
Century Fox. Rocky will play a New 
York cabby who is groomed by the 
owner of a country-western club 
(played by guess who) to become a 
Singing cowboy. Dolly certainly has 
had her problems lately, end now she 
is afraid that she might lose the sing- 
ing voice that has made her a fortune! 
A close friend of Dolly’s tells me that 
she is suffering from small calluslike 
growths on her vocal cords. The 
growths make her hoarse or even to 
lose control of her million dollar voice. 
Dolly has canceled singing engage- 
ments as far back as 1977 because of 
her throat problems, but now the at- 
tacks return with increasing frequency. 
I'm told that she will continue to rest 
her voice until August with the hopes 
that a good long rest will help to solve 
her many problems. Dolly’s newest 
album will soon be out, and this one 
will no doubt be one of her best, it’s en- 
titled ‘Burlap & Satin.” The COUNTRY 
MUSIC INQUIRER and indeed all of 
Nashville is behind you Dolly. So take 
care of yourself and have a very speedy 
recovery! 





Everyones favorite KENNY ROGERS 
has the biggest heart in show business 
and has come to the aid of dozens of 
tiny tots who are fighting life threaten- 
ing diseases! It’s no secret in the 
music community that Kenny has 
helped financially and emotionally 
many many youngsters, and more 
times than you can count, it has-been 
anonymously! 


lt was back in 1967 that the late 
legend MARTY ROBBINS had his triple 
by-pass heart surgery. In fact, Marty 


was one of the very first heart patients d : j : : . 
to be operated pao this aay, Marty Christyn Wooley is a regular on the Ralph Emery TV show and a semi-regular on his Nashville Network cable show, 


was in the hospital for 18 days, andhis. | NASHVILLE NOW. She also appears locally at the Soundtrack lounge in the Best Western Hall of Fame. 





wife MARIZONA would drive the 50 
miles to the hospital almost daily to 
see him. It was later that Marty wrote 
the hit song “My Woman, My Woman, 
My Wife,” in loving memory of the wife 
that stuck by him during that difficult 
time. 


Petite, red-headed singer BRENDA 
LEE was one of the first “pop” singers 
to come out of Nashville. It was back in 
the 60’s when she recorded “Sweet 
Nothings,” ‘Fool No.1,” ‘Too Many 
Rivers,’ and “I’m Sorry.” Brenda’s 
father died when she was just a 
youngster, and as a result her record- 
ing career was established because 
her family needed the income. Today, 
Brenda’s early ‘‘pop’’ recordings would 
be considered country by Nashville 
standards! 


Singer LAURIE MORGAN, daughter 
of the late GRAND OLE OPRY STAR 
GEORGE MORGAN, recently signed a 
recording contract with MCA 
RECORDS. Laurie can be seen on the 
early morning RALPH EMERY SHOW 
over WSMV television, and is a regular 
on the new NASHVILLE NETWORK 
cable show NASHVILLE NOW. 


CHET ATKINS’ newest album 
release will soon be out with his 
“greatest hits of the past” featuring 
new versions of songs Chet originally 
produced on other artists. ‘Detroit Ci- 
ty,” and ‘‘And | Love You So,” “Sweet 
Dreams,” ‘Java,’ and ‘The Three 
Bells” are included. 


| had a marvelous time just recently 
visiting with LACY J. DALTON (JILL 
BYREM CROSTON) here in Nashville. 
Don’t let the ‘‘bad-girl” tough and gritty 
style Lacy has developed fool you! 
Lacy has got to be one of the sweetest, 
unaffected ladies in show-biz today. 
Born Jill Byrem in Bloomsburg, Pa., her 
pre-COLUMBIA days found her in 
California, where she sang almost 
every type of music. She might have re- 
mained a local favorite had it not been 
for a tragic swimming accident that 
left her husband/manager JOHN 
CROSTON paralyzed from the neck 
down, and then left her a widow and 
mother of a two-year old son at the age 
of 27. Forced to earn a living for herself 
and her son ADAM, now 12, Lacy was 
“discovered” by veteran Nashville pro- 
ducer BILLY SHERRILL when he lis- 
tened to a demo-tape she had cut ina 
Santa Cruz, California garage! Some of 
Lacy’s finest tunes to date are “Crazy 
Blue Eyes,” ‘Tennessee Waltz,” (by far 
the best I’ve ever heard), ‘“‘Whisper,” 
“Bad-Times” and ‘16th Avenue.” 
Lacy’s fifth album was feleased in May 
entitled “Satisfied’’, and she and BOB- 
BY BARE are turning ears with their 
Columbia duet, ‘‘It’s a Dirty Job.” 





QUICK SHOTS OF CELEBRITIES: 


TAMMY WYNETTE became a first 
time grandmother March 21st, when 
her daughter, JACKIE PAULE, gave 
birth toa little girl, SOPHIA. The father, 
JOHN PAULE, is Tammy’s road 
manager. 


My friend, and indeed everybody’s 
favorite lady here in Nashville, MARY 
REEVES DAVIS and her handsome 
husband TERRY DAVIS have acquired 
ELVIS PRESLEY’S karate suit for per- 
manent display out at the JIM REEVES 
MUSEUM just off Briley Parkway. 


AMI RECORDS in Nashville has 
released its very first mini-LP, a four 





‘song collection of VERN GOSDIN 





































material titled “Today My World 
Slipped Away.” The Mini album will in- 


itially be sold through direct mail at - 


$3.00 for disc or cassette. 


COUNTRY GASETTE MAGAZINE in 
HOLLAND has’ released its annual 
popularity poll. The subscribers named 
DON WILLIAMS their favorite male per- 
former: EMMYLOU HARRIS, female 
performer: TOMPALL & THE GLASER 
BROTHERS, group: WAYLON & 
WILLIE, favorite duo: BLUEGRASS 
CARDINALS, bluegrass group: album 
of the year, TOMPALL & THE GLASER 
BROTHERS ‘‘After All These Years’; 
and song of the year, ‘“Always On My 
Mind.” 


FOR THE RECORD 


One and only one country artist has 
won five COUNTRY MUSIC ASSOCIA- 
TION awards in one year. That artist is 
JOHNNY CASH, in 1969, when he won 
five awards at the same time, enter- 
tainer of the year; male vocalist of the 
year; single of the year for “A Boy 
Named Sue”; album of the year for 
“Johnny Cash At San Quentin’’; and, 
with JUNE CARTER CASH, vocal group 
of the year. 


LOWELL T. DAUGHTRY, personal 
body guard and road manager for 
DAVID ALLAN COE, died suddenly 
March 26, 1983 of heart failure at age 
44. Known as “DARTY,” he had been a 
member of Coe’s organization since 
1973 


Super Singer KENNY ROGERS is the 
favorite country artist’ of 
“Nashvillians,” according to a recent 
SHOCKLEY RESEARCH opinion pol! of 
the city’s citizens. Respondents are in 
a tie. on their favorite styles of music. . 
. country and easy-listening. Three 
years ago in a similar study, easy- 
listening was ahead. Kenny is keeping 
himself busy these days shooting 
“Gambler 1i,"* a two-part, four-hour TV 
movie slated for the last quarter of 
1983. 


The COUNTRY MUSIC ASSOCIA- 
TION’S female vocalist of 1982 winner, 
JANIE FRICKE, told me that she was 
once sent home from her school 
teaching job because she showed up 
in Indian garb with a long skirt and 
moccasins to match! Janie gets the 
last laugh now, as her JANIE FRICKE 
COLLECTION of fabrics and clothing 
designs is in the works, with initial 
marketing to take place in Dallas, Tx. 


T.G. SHEPPARD recently guest- 
starred on four TV programs: ‘Solid 
Gold,” ‘“‘Fantasy,” ‘People Now” and 
the NBC ‘‘MOTOWN Special.” And now 
you can fly the friendly skies with T.G. 
as a special interview has been taped 
and will be featured aboard TWA 
flights during July and August in a one- 
hour special. 


NOW THE SCEN : 

THE OAK RIDGE BOYS have always 
fought to keep their virtuous image in- 
tact. Their lead singer, DUANE ALLEN, 
once said ‘“‘we don’t do any cheatin’ or 
drinkin’ songs and we don’t do any- 
thing that’s going to offend our au- 
dience.’” The group has turned down 
lucrative offers to do beer and 


cigarette commercials, they offer no’ 


opinion ‘on religion or politics, and 
even turned down a chance to be in 
“The Best Little Whorehouse In 
Texas,” because they found the script 
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too compromising. it’s been working, 
the band has to its credit 10 number 
one hits, seven gold and two platinum 
LPs, and two cross-over hits “Elvira” 
and “Bobbie Sue.” And now their latest 
album effort, “American Made” has 
cracked the country Top 10. Keeping 
up the good-boy image isn’t easy, as 
they have had to fire several employ- 
ees for use of cocaine and Quaaludes, 
but keeping track of their longest- 
tenured member, baritone WILLIAM 
LEE GOLDEN has been another story! 
William Lee (as he likes to be called) 
has freely admited from time to time 
that his marriage ended in 1975 
because he was aldulterous, that he 
smokes a little weed and snorts some, 
and that he has a brother in prison for 
attempted murder and armed robbery. 
“I've been criticized pretty hard for the 
way | look and dress,” says William 
Lee, ‘‘but sometimes a man has to 
stand up for who he is and what he 
believes in.” 


GEORGE JONES and his new bride, 
NANCY will soon fullfill a long time 
dream of George’s to bring country 
music into his native area with the 
opening this summer of ‘Jones Coun- 
try Music Park.” Located just outside 
Woodville, Texas and situated on 65 
acres of pine saturated rolling hills. 
Jones Country is just a few miles from 
Vidor, Tx. where he grew up and is 40 
miles north of Beaumont. The park will 
feature a band shell built within a 
natural ampitheater which will present 
top country acts in concert throughout 
the summer months. Souvenir shops 
(of course), picnic tables and 20 acres 
of parking plus other facilities are 
presently in the planning and construc- 
tion stage along with George’s own 
permanent home. 

It’s good to hear from “The Long, 
Tall Texan” BILLY WALKER (“Funny 
How Time Slips Away,” ‘‘Charlie’s 
Shoes,” “A Million And One”) with his 
latest release on DIMENSION 
RECORDS, ‘Can | Call You Now And 
Then.” 


The lovely CRYSTAL GALE says she 
will cut off her flowing chestnut hair 
when they reach her ankles! “It’s 
always getting caught in things,” says 
the singer. ‘‘You come through a door, 
shut it behind you, take a step or two, 
and whoops, it pulls you back! I’ll be 
getting it caught in elevator doors next, 
so I’m going to have to do something!” 


REESE ER 
WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO THE OLD 
TIME COWBOYS AND COWGIRLS? 

SS A 


CLAYTON MOORE starred as “The 
Long Ranger’ in 208 episodes, two 
feature movies and countless personal 
appearances... and he still is making 
public appearances in costume as the 
masked man. After a legal dispute with 
the company that owns the rights to 
the Lone Ranger, Moore wears large 
dark sunglasses instead of his black 
mask. 


SUNSET CARSON ... who broke into 
the movies at age 16... . starred in 22 
westerns, including ‘‘Santa Fe Sad- 
dlemates,”’ and two short-lived TV 
series. Now he’s back in the saddle 
again, narrating a cowboy series for 
PBS. Carson, 55, has survived a near 
fatal bite from a black widow spider 
and cancer surgery in the past few 
years. 


NEW CABLE SHOW A BIG HIT! 


For all you folks out there planning a 
Music City vacation this summer you 










might consider attending the new 
television program “Nashville Now.” 
The show is a 90-minute variety pro- 
gram produced with a live audience in 
the Stagedoor Lounge out at the 
Opryland Hotel. Admission is free and 
produced weeknights on TNN, a na- 
tional cable television network and is 
hosted by our own nationally known 
RALPH EMERY. Ralph always has big- 
name guests, questions from the au- 
dience and call-ins, trivia questions 
and interviews. The evening | attended 
with my husband, JAMES, the guests 
included RAY PRICE, CHRISTY 
WOOLEY, and LACY J. DALTON. I'll 
tell you more about Ray in a later col- 
umn. There is a lot of talent in this 
town, but one young lady that won’t go 
unnoticed is an artist by the name of 
CHRISTY WOOLEY. Christy is the 
daughter of “The Purple People Eater” 
SHEB WOOLEY and arrived here from 
California a year or so ago. She is also 
very pretty, personable, extremely 
talented and has what is referred to as 
“star quality!” 


LEON EVERETTE has been selected 
from among 15 recording artists for a 
60 second radio commercial for 
“Mellow Yellow.” The soft drink com- 
mercial has been taped and will air for 
the first time in June. Leon has been 
busy touring with his friend and ours 
HANK WILLIANS, JR. 


Wish you all could see the beautiful 
new lakeside home LOUISE MAN- 
DRELL and her hubby R.C. BANNON 
just moved into. It’s not far from her 
sister BARBARA’S home out on Old 
Hickory Lake in Nashville. You can 
look for an exclusive interview with 
Louise and R.C..in their new home in 
“People” magazine in early summer. 


I'm hearing a lot of good things 
about a group from up North, way up 
North in Canada. They’re called THE 
FAMILY BROWN and have been award- 
ed the country’s highest award in 
Canadian country entertainment when 
they were named CANADIAN COUN- 
TRY ARTISTS OF THE YEAR. Not con- 
tent with winning in one category of 
the prestigious awards show, FAMILY 
BROWN also won “Entertainer Of The 
Year For 1982,” “Single Of The Year.” 
“Alburn Of The Year” and “Song of The 
Year!” The Family Brown is composed 
of PAPA JOE BROWN, his son, BARRY 
BROWN, and two daughters, LAWAN- 
DA and TRACEY BROWN, and GARY 
SPIKE SPICER. The whole group was in 
town recently to record at the MUSIC 
CITY MUSIC HALL STUDIO. 


It's good to see that so many 
Nashville celebrities are donating their 
time and talent to charities. Not to be 
out done are WAYLON JENNINGS and 
JERRY REED. Their 27-city tour will 
begin July 1st, in Asheville, N.C. and 
concludes Sept. 18th here in Nashville 
at Opryland. Waylon’s and Jerry’s tour 
is sponsored by that good ole’ MAX- 
WELL HOUSE COFFEE and will benefit 
local charities throughout the South. 
The ‘Give ‘Em A Hand” concert series 
also features Waylon’s wife JESSI 
COLTER. 


Thousands of country fans have en- 
joyed our GRAND OLE OPRY and will 
remember that our friend MARTY ROB- 
BINS was always the last performer. 
Hee-Haw’s ARCHIE CAMPBELL once 
commented on this tradition by saying, 
“nobody wanted to follow him. Supper 
was over, and he was the dessert. Mar- 


ty Robbins was a great performer, the . 
best of his era.’”” Amen. 
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All-time great DJ Ralph Emery is hosting a new Nashville Network show 


called NASHVILLE NOW. 
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The Internal Revenue Service has 
sold a truckload of JERRY LEE LEWIS’ 
furniture to help satisfy a tax lien, in- 
cluding “The Killers” yellow piano and 
an electric keyboard. A businessman 
from N.C. bought the baby grand piano 
for $3,900, including $1,400 in storage 
fees, and a fan from Chicago got the 
electric keyboard for $300. The auction 
last May brought $5,300 to be applied 
toward a tax bill owed by the 47-year- 
old entertainer, said DEANE WALLACE 
of the IRS office here in Nashville. 
Jerry Lee’s daughter LORI got to keep 
the bedroom suite of her late mother, 
JAREN, who drowned while swimming 
a year ago. Ms. Wallace said she did 
not know how much Jerry Lee still 
owed on the original $574,000 tax bill. 
Jerry Lee was unable to attend the auc- 
tion but | would immagine he sent his 
regards. 


Country Super Singer MERLE HAG- 
GARD was told before his concert last 
May 20, 1983 in Asheville, N.C., that it 
was illegal to drink spirits on stage. 
Merle and his two band members, 
JAMES EDWARD BELKEN and 
DONALD A. MARKHAM allegedly ig- 
nored the warning and had a little 
Canadian Mist during the concert. 
Well, they ended up in the local jail for 
about 30 minutes before each was 
released under a $500 secured bond. 
All three are scheduled to appear in 
Buncombe County District Court on 
June 14. I’m told Merle took the arrest 
in good humor and would return for the 
trial. 


BARRETT THOMAS KING owner of 
Cedar Creek Records in Indiana at age 
34 has 6 cuts in 8 months. First demo 
in 1967. Now writes for ALTERNATIVE 
magazine in Indianapolis. Also ac- 
tivities coordinator for Royce Barry of 
Part Il Records. Wrote the (‘Book of 
Revelations’) for Righteous-gospel 
group in Indiana. 


FADE OUT..... 
(The End) 





Services were held April 30, 1983 for 
BILL HALL, 53, a Music Row personali- 
ty who headed the most successful 
country song publishing company of 
1982. Mr. Hall, the vice president and 
Nashville division manager of WELK 
MUSIC, suffered a fatal heart attack on 
April 28 in St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in 
Beaumont, Texas, while he was 
hospitalized for a cronic respiratory ail- 
ment. The funeral was held April 30th 
at Brouyssard Mortuary in Beaumont 
with burial in Forest Lawn Cemetery. 


Mr. Hall and JACK CLEMENT co- 
owned several publishing companies, 
among them HALL-CLEMENT 
PUBLICATIONS, until 1974 when Mr. 
Hall bought Mr. Clements rights to all 
companies he owned either jointly or 
by himself except JACK MUSIC... 
which Mr. Clement still owns. 


In 1975, Mr. Hall sold the catalogs of 
seven publishing companies to WELK 
MUSIC, joining the firm as general 
manager. In 1982, he was promoted to 
his present position. 


Among those in whose careers he 
participated are songwriters BOB 
MCDILL and FOSTER & RICE, pro- 
ducers ALLEN REYNOLDS and JACK 
CLEMENT, executives ROGER SOVINE 
and MAGGIE CAVENDER and recor- 
ding artists GEORGE JONES, THE BIG 
BOPPER and JOHNNY PRESTON. 


Mr. Hall also served as singer DON 
WILLIAMS’ music publisher, confidant 
and unofficial manager. 


Mr. Hall was a graduate of Lamar 
College of Technology, now Lamar 
University, in Beaumont, it was in 
Beaumont that he began his music 
career. 


Survivors besides his wife, MAR- 
JORIE WILLIAMS HALL; include his 
mother, MRS: THELMA O'NEAL HALL, 
Beaumont, his two daughters, MRS. 
STEPHANIE BROUSSARD, Beaumont, 
and SUSAN HALL, Nashville. 





EVE SHAPIRO 


Singer/songwriter Eve Shapiro who recently signed with Bob Alexander and 
Pied Piper Management will be the opening act at the Electric Cowboy 
Festival in Columbia, TN on September 3, 4 and 5. z 


"THE CLYDE FOLEY CUMMINS BAND 
featuring 


David Fontanu (drums) Tony Phipps (keyboards) 
Rick Mitchell (bass) Dan Justice (guitar) 


MARK MOSELEY and PAM RAYMOND 


Mark Moseley grew up in Bakersfield, California, the one time country music 
capitai of the West and has been active in music from a very early age. He even 
fronted his own band for several years, and was a Buck Owens BUCKAROO. 
Mark moved to Nashville in 1981. Pam Raymond, like many new faces to watch 
has paid her dues from an early age. She has been in Nashville since 1980 and 
has appeared in many local nightspots. She has been singing duets with Mark 
for the past year. A new release by Gary Paxton is in the making. Watch for good 
things from these two. 


JAYNIE JAMISON 


Jaynie Jamison, originally from Red Lodge, Montana, has recently moved to 
Nashville to advance her writing and performing career. Jaynie, who was 
recently an American ambassador representing country music in Hannover, 
West Germany, has been performing on the Las Vegas Strip for the past two 
years at such clubs as HOLIDAY SHOWBOAT, AMBASSADOR HOTEL and 
WESTWARD, HO! Good luck, Jaynie. 
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Jerry Lee Lewis 
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Ronnie McDowell 
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OUR READERS LOVED 
JERRY LEE LEWIS STORY 


We loved the story on Jerry Lee 
Lewis. Our thanks io OMI for printing 
such an excellent article. j 

Cleve Cunningham, Trenton, N.J. 


That Jerry Lee Lewis, as you pic- 
tured him, must have been some wild 
man right from the beginning. 

J. Harper, Paducah, KY 


Those Roy Hall stories you print are 
classics. We love the first hand infor- 
mation by one who actually was there 
and lived through it all, instead of 
some young kid trying to tell of events 
that happened before they were even 
born. Keep it up. 

Barbara Hamilton, Olathe Ks. 


We question the accuracy of some 
of the things in your Jerry Lee Lewis 
story but we loved it anyhow. 
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T. Graham, Athens, AL 


In your Jerry Lee Lewis story (July) you 
mentioned that Jerry was married at 
the time you first met him in Nashville 
in 1955 and that he married his 13 year 
old cousin in 1959. But wasn’t there 
another marriage in between those 
two? 

Charles Bauer, Des Moines, la. 


*At the time he married Myra, it was 
alleged in all the scandal magazines 
that she was his third wife. 


| enjoyed your story on Jerry Lee 
Lewis but he started playing the piano 
in Texas, not Nashville as you said. | 

have the pictures to prove it. 
Gary M. Abilene, TX 


*Yeah, but you're a Texan, Gary. 


| have just read your interesting, 
though inaccurate, article on Jerry Lee 
Lewis. But | heard that he was NEVER 
in Nashville prior to recording in Mem- 

phis. 
Marie W., St. Louis, Mo. 


“One of the most interesting things 
about all of the country music heroes 's 
that there are so many different versions 
of every event in their lives that the fans 
never run out of reading matter. 


A few days ago, | wrote you a letter 
telling you how much | enjoyed the 
story on Jerry Lee Lewis. Later | got to 
thinking you might publish it. This is to 
let you know | DON’T want it published. 
On second thought if you especially 
want to use it, | guess it would be all 
right. But please don’t use my name. 

Mrs. R.J. 


*Like they say, it’s a woman's 
perogative to change her mind—and 
she me-kes the most of it 
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SOME DO.... 


We agree heartily with what you 
wrote regarding Ronnie McDowell’s 
songs. What makes it even more disap- 
pointing is that we like his singing. 

Name withheld by request 
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.... SOME DON’T 


We think you are all wet with your 
evaluation of the material Ronnie 
McDowell records. Do you have 
something against him personally? 

JWL, Dalton, Ga. 


“We happen to think that Ronnieis a 
very talented fellow and a nice man to 
boot. That has absolutely nothing to do 
with what we think about his songs 
which we still say are mediocre for the 
most part. 


| never miss buying your publication. 

| love to read good honest critical 
reviews of country records and singers. 
Pop and rock magazines have been do- 
ing it for years and it has hurt neither 
the music or the artists. : 
: E. Dobran, Youngstown, Oh. 


lve only been reading CMI for the 
past four months but it is at the very 
top of my reading list and | look for it 
on the stands the first of every month. | 
have it all read by the third and am 
ready for another issue by the fifth. 

Why can’t you publish once a week? 
Name withheld by request 


“We're deeply flattered, but you're 
just going to have to suffer. It’s tough 
enough putting a good issue out once 
a month. 


| have a request for a story. | think 
that the late Moon Mullican would 

make a good subject for your paper. 
Lisa A., Wichita, Ks. 


“You must be on a psychic kick. 
We're cooking up an article on Moon 
right now for an upcoming issue. 


In all the stories | have ever read 
about Hank Williams’ Drifting 
Cowboys, they always state the Don 
Helms played the steel guitar for him 
throughout his entire career. Yet | met 
a man in Nashville last Summer who 
told me that he was Hank’s real steel 
man for most of Hank’s career. Can 
you explain? 

Ed R., Davenport, la: 


“Almost as many people played with 
Hank Williams as have seen flying 
saucers. 
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SIGN ON 


At the time of printing for this issue 
of CMI | suppose many Country music 
fans including this writer will be pack- 
ing and headin’ for the Jimmie Rodgers 
Days in Meridian, Mississippi. This ole 
timer was the cause of it all, when it 
comes to Country Music. He worked on 
the railroad as a brakeman, and in his 
spare time picked and played around 
the town of Meridian. He was tabbed 
the “Blue Yodeler.”’ He is buried in 
Meridian, and many fans stop each 
year to visit his burial site. The 
Shriners and all connected with the JR 
Day are to be complimented for their 
efforts. A full week of country music 
and fun. 


FAN FARE 


It appears that 1983 is going to be an 
outstanding year for Country Music. 
Here in Nashville just about anybody 
and everybody who are entertainers 
will be setting up booths and souvenir 
shops for the fans. It gives the 
newcomers an opportunity to meet the 
fans and most either have a new record 
to be played or just a souvenir to take 
back home. This is another one of 


those projects that takes a lot of time 
and effort. | think Tammy Wynette won 
the honors last year with the prize 
booth. This writer has in the past been 
a Judge for the most decorated and 
eye grabbing booth. If you make it to 
Music City be sure and put it on your 
list of places to visit. It will be well 
worth it | assure you. 


DIDJANO 


That Tom T. Hall, Roy Drusky, Dave 
Dudley and the late Jim Reeves as well 
as John Conlee are all Ex-Disc 
Jockeys. 


CAMERA CUE 


They are still shooting movies in and 
around Nashville and many local faces 
are to make the silver screen. | think to 
date that about ten have been shot, 
and more to come. | think as a matter 
of opinion and paying tribute to a 
wonderful person, that someone 
should and probably will in the future 
do a life story of “Tootsie” Bess, the 
operator of “Tootsies” Orchid Lounge 
for many years. Her life was spent help- 
ing unknowns and young and trying 
entertainers. This wonderft'- lady 
















By “Scoopie” Bruce Harper 
















deserves all the fame and recognitio 
she can get and more.... 


DIDJANO 


In the past ten years it seems that 
Country Music has added many pretty 
singers and faces to the list. People 
like Janie Fricke, Shelly West, Sylvia 
and Reba Mcintyre. Not to mention 
Dolly Parton and Tammy Wynette. Not 
too many years ago there were only a 


That Red Sovine’s real name was 
Woodrow Wilson Sovine, that 
Stonewall Jackson’s real name _ is 
Stonewall Jackson, and Hank Snow’s 
real name is Clarence Eugene Snow. 


NEW NAMES 


, Patsy Cline and Wilma Lee 
Cooper. These Country Cupid Dolls 
certainly beautify a stage and not only 
with singing but with their talents 
drawing attraction for the bookers. 
Hardly a show is now booked without a 
female singer, and this is another 
boost for all concerned. Most of your 
top artists carry a girl singer as an add- 
ed attraction.... 

ie | 
SIGN OFF 


















| received a couple of letters inquir. 
ing about the new additions to th 
Grand Ole Opry. There hasn’t been too 
many added in the past years. But fo 
the record you just might remembe 
these three: Box Car Willie, and John 
Conlee. Ricky Skaggs | understan 
could be added any time . . . Good 
Talent. | would like to hear from you out 
there, especially you record spinners. | 
have been around now for almost 36 
years and still trying to do my thing. If 
you happen to have some news item 
about your station, or maybe some art- 
ist that could be appearing in your 
area, send it to me; it would be ap- 
preciated. 






DIDJANO 


That Hank Lochiin, Mel Tillis, Slim 
Whitman. Wilma Burgess and Ken 
Westbury and Larry Kirby all hail from 
the Sunshine State of Florida..... 


PRETTY PICKIN’ 














SPIN-cerely Yours, 
“Scoopie” Bruce Harper 





Do you ha 


Nashville, 


| read somewhere that Wink 
Martindale had a bigger hit on 


Q DECK OF CARDS than T. Texas 


Tyler. Can this be true? 


It is. In one of those ironies that 

happen so frequently, the song 

was actually a bigger success 
and sold more records for Winston 
(Wink) Martindale in 1959 than for T. 
Texas Tyler who wrote and recorded it 
in 1948. However the song has been 
and always will be associated with 
Tyler. Probably not one out of 10 even 
remembers Martindale ever recording 


it. : 
MAN by Tammy Wynette is the 


Q biggest selling country record 


of all time? 
A biggest selling country single 
by a female artist. It was first in 
1968 and was Tammy’s first big hit. 
Written by her and Billy Sherrill, her 
producer, it sold over two million 
copies initially. Tammy even got a 
Grammy for her performance. Then in 
1975, after she toured Britain, it sold an 
incredible 500,000 additional copies 
there, probably the most sensational 
revival of a song in history. 


Is it true that STAND BY YOUR 


CBS Records says that it is the 


Can you tell me something 
about the late Red Foley? Was 
he an alcoholic? 


Foley, who was one of the 


A greatest singers of all time, 
battled alcohol all his adult life, 


often not too successfully. He was 
born Clyde Julian Foley in Berea, Ken- 
tucky, on June 17, 1910. He started out 
on WLS in Chicago in the 1930s, later 
moving to the Grand Ole Opry in the 
mid 1940s. He started recording for 
Decca in 1941 and his first hit was 
SMOKE ON THE WATER. Foley’s peak 
period was in the late 1940s and early 
1950s during which time he had four 
million sellers—CHATTANOOGA 
SHOE SHINE BOY, JUST A CLOSER 
WALK WITH THEE, STEAL AWAY, and 
PEACE IN THE VALLEY. He was 
elected to the CMA Hall of Fame in 
1967 and died on September 19, 1968 in 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


e any questions about country music and/or the 


N 37209. Full name will be used unless otherwis, 


Q 


What was Dolly Parton’s first 
big hit? 


Although Dolly had a few songs_ 


before MULE SKINNER BLUES 

(1970) that charted, that was 
her first top 10. It was followed by 
JOSHUA, her first #1. 


Who was the first singing 
cowboy? 


People have argued over that 


A for years, and it is very confus- 
ing. However in our opinion, it 


was John Wayne who played a 
character known as SINGING SANDY 
IN RIDERS OF DESTINY, a Monogram 
picture released in October 1933. 
However John didn’t actually sing in 
the movie. That honor belongs to Smith 
Ballew who loaned his voice out of 
camera range. 


Isn't Gene Autry supposed to 
have set some kind of record 
‘regarding total sales for 


several songs? 


You may be referring to the 

claim that Columbia records 

makes that Gene is the only 
singer ever to have recorded 5 songs 
that sold over 5 million copies each. 
They are said to be RUDOLPH THE 
RED NOSED REINDEER, HERE 
COMES SANTA CLAUS, BE HONEST 
WITH ME, SOUTH OF THE BORDER 
and SILVER HAIRED DADDY OF MINE. 

WHITE CHRISTMAS by Bing 

Crosby (32 million); (2) SILENT 
NIGHT by Bing Crosby (31 million); (3) 
ROCK AROUND THE CLOCK by Bill 
Haley (22 million); (4) IT’S NOW OR 
NEVER by Elvis Presley (2 million); (5) | 
WANT TO HOLD YOUR HAND by The 
Beatles (12 million). The biggest selling 
country record of all time is said to be 
WABASH CANNON BALL by Roy Acuff 
(10 million) followed by RUDOLPH THE 
REDNOSED REINDEER by Gene Autry 


(9 million) and THE PRISONER’S SONG 
by Vernon Dalhart (7 million). 


Have there been any country 
songs among the biggest sell- 
ing singles of all time? 


Not in the top 5 which are (1) 


Q Is YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART the 
most recorded song of all time? 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART is one 
of the most recorded songs of 


A all time, having been recorded 


hundreds of times, but it is not number 
one on the list. The top four are (1) 
YESTERDAY (1200 different  record- 


H ings); (2) STARDUST (1100); (3) ST. 


4 LOUIS BLUES (1000) and (4) TIE A 
. YELLOW RIBBON (1000). 


rs you want answered? Write The Question Box, Box 90462, 
2quested. Volume of mail makes personal replies impossible. 
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John Wayne was the First Singing Cowboy | 


Did Jim Reeves reaily have a 
million seller on | LOVE YOU 


Q BECAUSE. | don’t recall his 


ever having a single on that song. What 


year was it released? 
A hit for Al Martino in the United 
States in 1963. The following 
year RCA released Jim’s version Strict- 
ly for the overseas market and it sold 
over a million copies. In fact it was in 
the British charts for 39 weeks and 
sold nearly 900,000 in England alone. 
The single was never released in this 
country. 


| LOVE YOU BECAUSE was a 


Was HELLO WALLS the first 
song that Willie Nelson had 
recorded in Nashville? 


HELLO WALLS which was 

recorded by Faron Young was 

his first hit. But his very first 
recorded song in Nashville was 
THAT’S WHAT CHILDREN ARE FOR, 
which Bob Jennings did for Republic 
records. It was published by Gene 
Autry’s GOLDEN WEST MUSIC. 


Wasn’t there once a lawsuit 
concerning the song CRYING 
TIME? 


CRYING TIME which was writ- 

ten by Buck Owens in 1964 was 

f alleged to have the same 

melody as VAYA CON DIOS, the 1953 

Les Paul & Mary Ford million-seller by 

its writers Larry Russell, Inez James 
and Buddy Pepper. 


Which country song has stayed 
on the charts the most weeks? 


52 weeks. The other top 10 were (2) 
COLD, COLD HEART by Hank 
Williams—46 weeks in 1951; (3) CRAZY 
ARMS by Ray Price—45 weeks in 1956; 
(4) /M MOVIN’ ON by Hank Snow—44 
weeks in 1950; (5) | WALK THE LINE by 
Johnny Cash—43 weeks in 1956; (6) | 
DON’T HURT ANYMORE by Hank 
Snow—41 weeks in 1954; (7) ONE BY 
ONE by Red Foley and Kitty Wells—41 
weeks in 1954; (8) | FORGOT TO 
REMEMBER TO FORGET by Elvis 
Presley—40 weeks in 1955; (9) HEART- 
ACHES BY THE NUMBER by Ray 
Price—40 weeks in 1959; (10) | FALL TO 
sg by Patsy Cline—39 weeks in 
1961. 
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| have just spent ten months tr,..g 
to decide how io write an article about 
Dick Feller. 


Dick is such a multi-talented, unique 
individual that even a full-length novel 
based on his life couldn’t do him 
justice. 


Out of the thousands of songwriters 
in the world, Dick is one of the elite 
handful who would actually make a 
good living only writing songs. 


However, recently he has become a 
popular television personality but ac- 
cording to Dick, by the time he pays for 
props and costumes and equipment, 
each TV appearance costs him quite a 
bit. Why then does he do it? , 


Well, Dick is now recording for 
Audiograph records. His current 
release is INSTANT GLUE a story 
about a guy who opens a new tube of 
glue and it squirts all over him and he 
gets stuck ‘‘to nearly everything he 
owns.” 


When he performed the song recent- 
ly on NASHVILLE NOW, the show 
hosted by Ralph Emery on-the 
Nashville Network, two people from 
the audience acted out the story as 
Dick sang it. When he performed his 
“hit, MAKING THE BEST OF A BAD 
SITUATION, he bought a new pair of 
decorated jeans, a toy cow, an alligator 
and a rubber chicken as props. He gave 
the toys to people in the audience at 
the end of the show. 


When he sang EASTBOUND AND 
DOWN, he brought a T-shirt with a pic- 
ture of a guitar on it and pretended to 
play it. When he performed BIG 
MONEY, he threw real money as well 
as over-sized, fake money into the au- 
dience—later autographing it. Dick ex- 
plains he did these ‘‘weird” things so 
people will remember him and his 


songs. He feels it was worth it if people . 


enjoyed his performances, but now he 
thinks it is time to get a little more 
serious. Besides, shopping for props 
takes a lot of time. 


Dick received two BMI awards in 
1982 for John Denver’s record of SOME 
DAYS ARE DIAMONDS (pop and coun- 
try). BMI awards are given to the 
writers whose songs receive the most 
air play for the year. Dick has earned 
eight of these coveted awards: Two for 
Jerry Reed’s record of EAST BOUND 
AND DOWN, one each for THE COIN 
MACHINE, THE CREDIT CARD SONG, 
LORD, MR. FORD and ANY OLD WIND 
THAT BLOWS. 


Dick only performs songs he has 
written, which certainly suits his fans. 
l’'ve seen him work a club all night 
without boring anybody. When he 
takes a break from singing, storytelling 
and joking, he holds the audience with 
his incredible style of finger-picking on 
the guitar. 


Dick has decided to give up club 
dates for a while and concentrate on 
television and writing for movies. He is 
busier than ever. 


Dick is a regular, weekly guest on 
NASHVILLE NOW. He has also been a 
guest on BOBBY BARE AND FRIENDS, 
THAT NASHVILLE MUSIC, THE 
LOUISE MANDRELL SPECIAL and 
even he:!-d a benefit show for the Ar- 
thritis Foundation with Mickey Gilley. 


For tne movies, Dick wrote THE 


BANDIT for SMOKEY AND THE. BAN- . -{- 


DIT and co-wrote (with Jerry Reed) 
EAST BOUND AND DOWN. They also 
wrote HIGH ROLLIN’ for the movie 
HIGH BALLIN’ and recently wrote 
songs for SMOKEY AND THE BANDIT, 
lll. He will also be writing more songs 
for Universal studio movies in the 
future. 


He also endorses Daion Guitars like 
the one he plays on all his shows. 


Sitting by the pool of Dick’s comfort- 
able home in Nashville, one can’t help 
but wonder how the son of a sharecrop- 
per from the small town of Bronaugh, 
Missouri, achieved such success in 
this rough business. The same way 
most successful entertainers get to 
the top: hard work, determination, 
talent and heartbreak. 


Dick started playing guitar with local 
bands when he was fourteen. Years 
later after high school, he remembers 
many nights sleeping in his car ina 
parking lot in Hollywood where he was 
working with a rock band at night and 
pitching his songs during the day. He 
had no luck. He returned to. the Mid- 
west to tour for a while before coming 
to Nashville in 1967 ‘‘to see what it was 
like.” 


“Il Knew then that | wanted to be a 
songwriter. | thought | could play a lit- 
tle guitar on the side to make a living 
while | was trying to get songs record- 
ed. | couldn’t. All the publishers told 
me the same thing. ‘You write great 
folk songs.’ They wanted honky tonk 
songs. They still do.” 


He met another struggling song- 
writer named Kris Kristofferson who 
was having similar problems. Kris ad- 


vised Dick to move to Nashville. So he |. 


did. 


“A musician friend got me a job play- 
ing on the road. Then | got a job with 
Mel Tillis’ band. It became impossible 
{0 write songs and piich them while on 
the road, so | decided to stay in 
Nashville and keep in touch with 
publishers and singers every day. 
Things got really rough. I’d play in little 
bars, give guitar lessons, write lead 
sheets, just anything to make money.” 


“Then the Glazer Brothers published 
a few of my songs and | got some cuts. 
Hank Snow did COME THE MORNING 
and Jimmy Payne recorded L.A. 
ANGELS which was. my first chart 
record, and the first to make me alittle 
money. Then! had a few more cuts that 
never really amounted to anything.” 


“| heard that Johnny Cash had a 
publishing company and that he liked 
songs that are different. So | took 
some material out to House of Cash and 
he liked them and signed me and even 
gave me a little “draw” against future 
earnings.” 


“Johnny recorded ANY OLD WIND 
THAT BLOWS which was produced by 
Larry Butler, then his piano player. 
Larry later said that it was the best 
thing he ever produced. It was a 
number one across the board record 
and my first BMI award winner. It was 
also the first song that actually made 
me a lot of money and’ got my name 
around.” 


“left House of Cash when Johnny 
decided to restructure the company 
and become less competitive. They 
gave me back some of my songs in- 
cluding LORD MR. FORD, which | took 


to. Jerry Reed. and BIFF THE FRIENDLY .j. . . . 





An Intimate Look 


DICK 
FELLER 


by Gayle Gilford 





Gayle Gilford with the < ibject of her article. 


| Gayle is also one of Nashville's most popular artists specializing in 
| ofl paintings of Tennessee farms—and an accomplished 
| songwriter. 
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PURPLE BEAR later recorded by Mac 
Davis.” 


“Somewhere in there | had recording - 


contracts with Elektra and United Art- 
ists. Larry Butler produced three 
albums on me.” 


“| freelanced for a while before sign- 
ing with Tree music. When that con- 
tract ran out | signed with Jerry Reed’s 
Vector music and stayed with them for 
about five years. Jerry has been the on- 
ly person with whom | could actually 
co-write. We knew each other so well 
that | sort of knew what he wanted. We 
felt the same way about a lot of things. 
Sometimes he would write every line 
he could think of and | would do the 
same and then we would pick out the 
best. Jerry recorded about 30 of my 
songs. In addition to the novelty songs, 
Jerry had a sizeable hit with | LOVE 
YOU (WHAT CAN | SAY?)” 


“The only other person I've written 
with is John Knowles. John had an 
idea for a song called PHANTOM OF 
THE OPRY and had already started 
writing it. | had an idea for a “bit” 
about a guy who lived under the stage 
at the Opry. We just got together on it.” 


Dick travelled with Jerry for about a 
year opening shows for him. Then John 
Denver had a smash hit on SOME 
DAYS ARE DIAMONDS, a song Dick 
had written for Tree about six years 
earlier. Dick’s contract with Vector had 
expired and he re-signed with Tree. 


Not many people realize that Dick 
wrote two songs that Burt Reynolds 
recorded. Burt heard Mac Davis sing 
BIFF and called Dick and asked if he 
would write a song for him based on 
his desire to have a son and everything 
he could offer a child. The result was A 
ROOM FOR A BOY NEVER USED. Burt 
also recorded SHE’S TAKEN A GEN- 
TLE LOVER. 


Where does Dick get his ideas for 
songs? “Sometimes | dream them. | 
woke up one morning with most of 
LORD, MR. FORD in my head. | finished 
it in about two hours. Sometimes | can 
go for a long dry period when !’m afraid 
lll never write again. | need to get away 
for inspiration to a completely different 
environment. | got this uncontrollable 
urge to fly to Jamaica last year. It 
worked. | came back and wrote eight 
new songs.” 


“The same thing happened when we 
spent two weeks on Isle of Palms, S.C. 
in December 1982. That’s where Edgar 
Allen Poe supposedly wrote THE GOLD 
BUG and ANABEL LEE. | came home 
and spent January and February just 
writing songs. There must be some- 
thing inspiring about palm trees.” 


Recently in a magazine article, Dick 
was called a Cult hero. How does he 
feel about that? “| thought it was very 
funny and flattering. I’m not really a 
cult hero but I’m lucky to have some 
loyal fans who come to my concerts. 
Maybe it’s because | do a lot songs 


that are too risque for records or TV, 


but people like them and keep re- 
questing them.when I’m in a club.” 


Is he satisfied with where he is at 
this point in his career? ‘‘Never.” 


What would you change? “I'd like to 
write more songs and have them ap- 
preciated by as many people as possi- 
ble.” 


And the future? ‘‘I’d like to either be 
the star of my own TV show or runa 
bait shop in Key West.” 













SUGARTREE 
“Perfection Personitied” 
Exquisite New Orleans French style home 
is perfect for the discriminating who enjoy 
entertaining or relaxing in lovely surround- 
ings. It blankets its owner in elegance 
from the moment you enter the 17 X 14 
marble foyer with free standing stairway 
and two stony silk covered walls. Beauti- 
fully appointed living room, dining room, 
library and Rutt gourmet kitchen. His/her 
baths, Whirlpool, Sauna, plus other fine 

features. $545,000. 
Town & Country Realtors 
383-2282 
Irma & Leo Bolster 
298-5030 























INDIGO MUSIC CORPORATION 


20 Music Square West 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 








Photo Identification 
(Left to Right) 











Front Row: Debbie Matthews, Stonewall Jackson, Turp Jackson 

Second Row: Mike Figlio, Robert Williams, Ronnie Prophet, Rebecca 
Norman, Rita Bogle and Carla Thomason 

Back Row: Ray Pillow, Dick Feller, Kenny Boone and Darren Andreason 












Headin’ for Fan Fair 







Eager to please the onslaught of fans in Music City for the 12th 
Annual Fan Fair, Indigo Music Corporation literally hooked up the 
“Ole Gray Mare” and loaded all their “family” for the ride to Fair! 


Cookie Lakes 


Creative Talent Agent 


Rt. 2 Box 332-40 
Lake Geneva, WI 53147 
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Nashboro Country Lounge 


“Continuous Country Music” 
and 
“Dance” 


Food & Beverages 
No Cover Charge 
(Canadians & Entertainers Welcome) 


539 Broadway 615-254-7592 
Nashville, TN 
















ONE OF NASHVILLE’S FINEST 
LOCATED IN THE HEART OF MUSIC ROW 


@ 150 Luxurious Rooms @ Color TV @ Game Room @ Pool 

@ Extra Length Beds @ Meeting Rooms @ Executive Suites 
@ Steam Baths @ Room Service @ Commercial Rates @ 
Family Rates @ Group Rates @ Major Credit Cards Accepted 


Only walking distance from the world-famous 
%& Hall of Fame %* Wax Museum % Car Collectors 





“On Stage” 
Hair Design 


Complete Family Hair Care & Styling 
Specializing in Permanent Waving 
& Makeup Consulting 


Souvenirs—Records—Gifts—Hank Williams, Jr—M-Mel Tillis- 
Loretta Lynn—Conway Twitty 
Log Cabin—Dolly Parton—Alabama 


15 MINUTES FROM OPRYLAND USA 


Convenient to—Downtown, State Capitol—Printers Alley— 
Ryman Auditorium—tThe Parthenon—Vanderbilt University— 
the places you come to Music City to visit. 


FOR RESERVATIONS AND INFORMATION 
(615) 255-9977 


TOLL FREE 1-800/251-8808 FROM ALA., ARK., GA., MISS. 
MA NC KY OND VA 


3 Professional Stylists: 
Sandra, Sandy, Gayla 
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The Buckhead Cinema in Atlanta, 
Georgia, where a crowd of more than 
700 people gave 6 standing ovations to 
Larry McBride’s new MDJ recording 
group... ATLANTA. 

Mayor Andrew Young, on behalf of 
the people of Atlanta and in recogni- 
tion of the new group’s contribution to 


: m™ Country Music proclaimed Thursday, 


May 5, 1983, as “Atlanta Country Music 

Day.”’ Most unusual for a new group! 
Tha Atlanta cinema may be an 

unlikely spot for a showcase of a new 


m group, but there’s definitely a method 


to Larry McBride’s madness. 

It’s quite evident ATLANTA has a 
musical image they would like to por- 
tray and a commercial destiny they in- 
tend on fullfilling. The showcase tunes 
fell into three basic categories. First, 


= there were cover versions of hit songs 
me by popular groups such as the Eagles, 


The Belamy Brothers, Alabama, and 


fa the Oak Ridge Boys. Second, they per- 


form their new release, “Atlanta 


pBurned Again Last Night” (which 


jumped into the charts at 78 and is 
climbing at an unbelievable pace for a 


mi new act on an independent label), and 


_ Larry McBride with Maggie Cavendar. . - 


soon to be released, ‘‘Dixie Dreaming,” 
“The Blue Side of the Gray,” and “Pic- 
tures”. And, finally they experiment 
with Rock ’n’ Roll hits like “Shout” by 
adding a fiddle thus making it as coun- 
try as apple pie and Chevrolet. 


ATLANTA seems to have recaptured § 
a lost art form in country music that of 
total entertainment, which definitely & 
seems to be the groups trade mark#® 
style. Their selection of songs seemed 
to capture and excite the audience as 
they recaptured the innocence usually 


lost in commercialism and band com- ime 


promises. ; 

The interplay of guitars betweeng® 
Allen David, Brad Griffith, and Bill 
Davidson gives the sense of energy asf 
great as any band I’ve heard in pop or 
country music. Never before have IM 
heard in any group nine band members § 
who could all sing lead. 

As the show closed with a Mason ® 
Dixon song, “The Blue Side of them 
Gray” which led into “The Battle Hymn 
of the Republic” there was not a dry§ 
eye in the room. But, before anyone 
could leave they returned to the stage 
to restore its audience to hand- 
clapping and smiles with the gospel 
tune “Turn On Your Love Light.” : 

Much like Col. Tom Parker, who kept 
the American Dream alive in radio with 
the discovery of Elvis, McBride has 
kept it alive with first ALABAMA and 
now ATLANTA. McBride like Col. Tom 
Parker knows the true meaning of 
dreams for he believes “If you can im- 
agine it, you can. achieve it—lf you can# 
dream it, you can become it.” 

Atlanta, a true celebration! 





What’s a party: without Mae Axton?: 


Larry McBride welcomes over 700 quests fg his 
+. first showcase of ATLANTA. 





TARA 


TARA is a typical 16 year old teenager, a resident of the Green Hills community in Nashville and a 
Junior at Hillsboro High. 





She is also an accomplished competition skater, loves to dance and sing and she likes cute guys. 
Like every teenage girl, she is looking for that special one. 


She has been a cheerleader and majorette and started the first skate club in Nashville calling it 
The Super Wheelers Skate Club which at one time put on exhibition skating for Jerry’s kids. 


Skating has been her first love most of her life. Then one night she reluctantly went to a concert 
with a friend. From that night on Steve Perry, Alabama and Lee Greenwood turned her life around. 


She dreamed of being up there on the stage with them entertaining audiences. And she also began 
writing songs about her own feelings. 


Then one night she was given the opportunity to sing at the Hall of Fame Motor Inn. Jim Vest and 
his band were very kind and wonderfully supportive of her and some very big names in the music in- 
dustry were there. It was all that TARA could do to force her legs to walk to the stage to sing IT 
TURNS ME INSIDE OUT. As Tara says, ‘I had the sweetest audience in the world that night.’”’ Many of 
the old pro’s later told her that she brought back memories to them of their first night on stage. 


TARA’s first single will be released later this Summer. Be sure to watch for it. 
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THE 
STATLER 
BROTHERS 


Two 
Decades of 
-Excellence 





























if CMA were ever to give an award for 
sheer excellence—consistently year in 
and year out—in records, good 
material and performing, we would put 
our money on the STATLERS to win. 


And they’ve been at it for 20 years now. | 


Call us prejudice (we plead guilty), 
call us old-fashioned (perhaps we are) 
but these boys are our all-time favorite 
group. Always have been, always will 
be. They are the Rolls Royce, the 
Stradivarius, the Martin Guitar. And 
they are no slouches in the songwriting 
department either. 

We don’t say that we like everything 
they have done (OH BABY MINE for ex- 
ample fits them perfectly and is cur- 
rently a big hit but it’s such a nothing 
song) and they do tend to border 
sometimes on ‘‘sameness’”’ and get a 
little too syrupy in their songs but 
classics like | WAS THERE and CLASS 
OF 57 are on our list of all-time 
favorites. We take our hats off to them. 










EMMYL( 
HARRI: 


Movin’ On 
And Up 


There she is—right up the 
top 10 in Billboard with I’M MC 
which to us only proves thi 
you're hot, you’re hot.” Her 
ance on this particular 
mediocre at best in our opi 
within a mile of Elvis | 
marvelous version on his FR¢ 
PHIS album or for that m 
original Hank Snow 1950 rec« 

Perhaps we've been overly | 
EMMYLOU but it’s just that w 
big fans and we expect alot n 
her. This lady is a great té 
sound so pure and authentic. 

But her recordings have alv 
uneven. (For every BLUE KE 
GIRL and MAKING BELIE\ 
“™ were duds like ON OUR LAS 
b~ And she is constantly shifting 
from semi-bluegrass to semi 
B we predict that Emmylou Har 
one of the biggest names of t 








Country’s 
Greatest 
Survivor 


He’s had 54 top 10 records but ho 
any of them can you remember? Even 
is biggest fans probably can’t think of 
ore than a dozen. George has had to, 
urvive the worse material of any major 
country singer you can think of. But 
survive he has. He has never failed to 
place at least one song in the Billboard 
op 10 each year since 1955 when he 
first clicked with WHY BABY WHY. 
nd THAT is a record no other country_ 
singer can match. 

We don’t mean to imply that he 
didn’t have some great songs to wor 
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Maybe he’s a little too nasal for 
some people, but he has his fans and 
they love him dearly. And how do you 
ever knock success? George’s latest | 
ALWAYS GET LUCKY WITH YOU is the 
best thing he’s done since I'M NOT 
READY YET. = ss 
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RICKY 
SKAGGS 


Hotter 
Than A 
$2.00 Pistol 


You know RICKY SKAGGS is hot 


when he can take a song as inane as | 


WOULDN'T CHANGE YOU IF | COULD 
to the very top of the Billboard charts. 
But then everything he’s done in the 
past year has been a number one 
smash. By the time you read this, his 


"latest HIGHWAY 40 BLUES will prob- 
~ ably have been there too. 


Ricky is so popular, in fact, that he’s 
even been able to produce big top 10 
hits on THE WHITES (he’s married, of 


~ course, to member Sharon). 


Skaggs has a unique freshness in 
his music that is immensely appealing 
to a lot of us who are simply tired of the 

. Same old tired formula songs currently 


~*~ popular. That probably explains why he sass 


was CMA’s MALE VOCALIST OF THE 


Smo YEAR for 1982. 


JACKY 
WARD 


Looking 
For A 
Hit Song 


JOHNNY 
RODRIGUIZ 


No Longer 
in Haggard’s 
Shadow 


Jacky Ward’s recording career really 
puzzles us. Here is aman who is surely 
one of the finest singers in country 
music and he seemingly couldn’t get a 
hit record if they were raining from the 
sky. Well, we don’t know the answer 
but we think it’s been his material. 
With the exception of BIG BLUE DIA- 
MOND, all of his records have barely 
been above mediocre. 

Jacky is a good-looking, high energy 
performer who looks great on stage. 
His physique rivals that of Tom Jones. 
He currently is hosting his own DANC- 
ING U.S.A. on the Nashville Network, 
so there’s no reason to feel sorry for 
him. It’s just that he is so underrated 
and we'd like to see his recording get 
into high gear. 


From what many felt was only 
another inferior Merle Haggard im- 
itator (and those xerox copies are get- 
ting to be pretty faint by now) Johnny 
has matured into a performer with an 
original style. 


And to his credit, he has always ex- 
ercised (for the most part, at least) 
good judgement in the selection of 
songs he records, although he has 
never equaled PASS ME BY or YOU 
ALWAYS COME BACK TO HURTIN’ 
ME. Plus, he’s always been on a major 
label. 


He may yet develop into a superstar. 
He is a good singer but somehow just 
not that interesting a personality. Cur- 
rently he is in the Billboard top 10 with 
FOOLIN’. 
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Will there ever be anything to equal 








The Glory That Was Elvis 








He was born dirt poor in the small rural 
town of Tupelo, Mississippi, January 8, 
1935, an only child whose parents 
scraped along on odd jobs until the family 
moved to Memphis when he was 13. He 
died August 16, 1977 at 42 on the plush 
carpet of a bathroom in his beloved 
mansion at Graceland, his overweight 
body filled with at least 10 drugs 
according to the autopsy report. 


His story was one of the greatest 
success stories of all time, a rags to riches 
fable which surpasses anything Horatio 
Alger ever wrote. A true life story waich 
affirms the American tradition ‘nat 
anyone who can dream and work hard 
can come from nothing to success. He 
was propositioned and grabbed at as has 
no other man in all probability in the 
history of western civilization. 


Thanks to the media’s ghoulish hunger 
for sensationalism, Elvis’s name has been 
dragged through more mud than any 
other entertainer in historv. In spite of it 
all, though, his legend remain. strong es 


we approach the 4th anniversary of his 
death. 


To date, he has sold in excess of one 
billion records. He starred in 33 films 
which earned nearly $200 million at the 
box office world wide. The total amount 
earned by The Elvis Presley Industry now 
totals nearly $5 billion. Elvis himself 
probably earned in excess of $250 
million. In January, 1972, he performed a 
concert which was televised live via 
satellite to nearly 3/4 of a billion viewers 
all over the world - a record which still 
remains unbroken. 





Elvis didn’t begin life as a superstar. 
When he graduated from Humes High in 
Memphis in 1953, he was not voted most 
outstanding, most popular, most 
talented or most likely to succeed. In fact, 
he was not voted most anything. Less 
than three years later, he was a 
household word and well on his way to 
becoming a legend such as the world has 
never known. According to a recent 
Cailup Poll, the name Elvis is more 


ec ognized-than any-other in the entire 


world. The key to his phenomenal 
success is that he is the only entertainer 
who appeals to everyone from 6 to 60. 


Elvis was fiercely ambitious for reasons 
totally unrelated to money or fame. He 
wanted to be great; to be remembered. 
Elvis would never have accepted his lot 
as a truck driver or a factory worker. He 
had bigger dreams. To really understand 
Elvis, you have to remember that he was 
born in the South. The land of poverty in’ 
the Country of plenty. As one writer, 
Vince Staten, put it; 


The South was an agrarian culture in an 
industrial nation; paupers amid plenty; 
slavery and its attendant guilt in the land 
of the free. The conquered surrounded by 
a people who had never known defeat. 
This dream of the South, this dream to be 
rich, famous and great, is rooted in the 
past, in the commonality of the Southern 
experience. The victor dreams of past 
glories; the prisoner of war dreams of 
what will be. And the South has always 
been a prisoner. Robert E. Lee signed over 
his Army of Northern Virginia at 
Appomatox and the swords were laid 


* down. But nething ese changed Finis was 


born into this land of romance and 
dreamed its dream, the dream to be great. 
To be remembered. To prove something 
to the world. The path he chose for his 
dream was music. The children of the 
South have always put their feelings into 
words and their words into music. And the 
music they created, the laments of 
country music, the hope of gospel, the 
carefree spirit of Dixieland, and the 
anguish of the blues, all found their way 
into his music. 








In all of show business, there has never 
been anyone quite like Elvis Presley and 
never. has a_ performer been so 
controversial. In those early days, he was 
glorious.. His first record That’s All 
Right, Mama was on the Sun label out 
of Memphis in 1954. it was recorded on 
July 5 and released July 19. Total sales 
were about 20,000. Less than two weeks 
later, he made his first public appearance 
at the Overton Park Shell in Memphis on 
July 30 on a package show with Webb 
Pierce and Slim Whitman. 


Two months later he made his first and 
only appearance on the Grand Ole Opry 
on September 25, the day his second 
record, Good Rockin’ Tonight, was 

released. He appeared on the Hank 
Snow segment. Then on October 16, he 
appeared on the Louisiana Hayride and 
shortly thereafter became a regular on 
that show which operated out. of 
Shreveport. His second record sold 


poorly and his third, Milkcow Blues 


Boogie, released on his 20th birthday 
(January 1955) did nothing at all. Around 
this time, Bob Neal, at the time a local 
‘country comedian from Memphis radio 
station WMPS, became his manager. 


Elvis began to tour through the South 
on package shows with bigname country 
singers. His fourth Sun record, Baby, 
Let’s Play House, was released in 
April 1955 and within two months it was 
in the national top ten country charts. His 
fifth and final recording for Sun was 
released in August. Both sides _ - 
Mystery Train and I Forgot To 
Remember To Forget - went to 


number one in Billbgard country charts. 


On August 15, 1955, he signed an 
exclusive management contract with 
Colonel Tom Parker , as shrewd a man as 
has ever blown smoke across a 
conference table. He knew every trick of 
the trade. Parker’s contract called for 
50% of Elvis’s gross earnings (plus a lot of 
other monetary benefits). Parker 
negotiated an RCA recording contract 
and a HILL and RANGE Publishing 
Agreement for Elvis; both became 
effective November 19, 1955. 


The first session for RCA was on 
January 10, 1956 - two days after Elvis’s 
~ 21st birthday. From this session 
(recorded at a studio KCA shared with 
the Methodist Church at 1525 
“McGavock in Nashville): came 
Heartbreak Hotel. 


Released in. 


February, by March 24, it was the 
number one song in the country on the 
Pop, Country and Rhythm & Blues 
charts - the first record ever to top all 
three charts. It stayed at the top for 8 
weeks, and sold over 2 million copies. 


Even before Heartbreak Hotel was 
released, Parker was getting Elvis on 
national television. His first of five 
performances on Stage Show with the 


Dorsey 3rothers was January 6. 
He then appeared on Milton Berle’s show 


twice (April 3 & June 5). He made one 
appearance on the Steve Allen Show 
(July 1). In its April 30, 1956, issue; Life 
magazine gave him his first notice in the 
national press. The story was headlined, 
“Howling Hillbilly Success.” 


Parker also booked Elvis into the New 
Frontier Hotel in Las Vegas for two 
weeks beginning April 23. He bombed. It 
was his first and last failure as a 
professional entertainer. While 
performing there, he was visited by 
producer Hal Wallis. The Colonel and 
Wallis arranged a visit to Hollywood for 
Elvis for a screen test. He was to appear 
in The Rainmaker which starred Burt 
Lancaster and Katherine Hepburn for 
Paramount. Somehow they couldn't 
make a deal. Instead, Elvis was loaned to 
20th Century Fox for a Civil War 
picture,The Reno Brothers (later 
changed to Love Me Tender). It was to be 
a turning point in his still fledgling career. 


While filming the movie, he made the 
first of three appearances on the Ed 
Sullivan Show from Hollywood on 
September 9. The show drew 82.6% of 
the television audience, a percentage 
that in those days translated into 54 
million viewers. He later appeared on the 
popular TV show October 28 and three 
months later on January 6, 1957. 


1965 was the year of Elvis. In addition 
to Heartbreak Hotel, he had million 
sellers with I Was the One, I Want 
You, I Need You, I Love You, 
Hound Dog, Don’t Be Cruel, 
Anyway You Want Me, and Love 
Me Tender (which had a million orders 
before it was even pressed). Elvis was the 
personification of a rebel. He was the new 
Marlon Brando, the new James Dean. He 
wore black leather and rode 
motorcycles. 


1957 was another fantastic year, too. 
Elvis had eight million selling singles and 
made two more movies: Loving You 
and Jailhouse Rock. He did fewer live 
concerts. 


In 1958 he made his fourth movie, King 
Creole, and then on March 24, 23-year- 
old Superstar Elvis Presley became 
Private US 53 310 761 in the U.S. Army. 
Five months later, on August 14, his 


‘ mother passed away. Some of his friends 
.later said that he never got over her 


death. Career-wise he had another great 
year. He picked up six more gold records 
and in King Creole he gave a 
performance he would never duplicate. 
Many felt that Elvis was a fine actor. Even 


the New Y: rk Times, who are hard to 
please, said, IS BOY CAN ACT.” 


And the soundtrack was among the best 
of any Presley film. 


After his discharge in 1960, there was a 
total respect for him. The rebel turned 
into the establishment. Elvis never again 
would reach those primitive but exciting 
heights of the Fifties as he settled into a 
career of second rate films. Elvis always 
wanted to be recognized as a good actor. 
He certainly had the makings of one, but 
Hollywood never gave him the chance to 
prove his ability. He revealed a distinct 
flair for light comedy. But besides a few 
rare gems like Flaming Star and Wild in 
the Country, his movies were all 
predictable pieces .of fluff that he 
sleepwalked through. One MGM 
executive stated at the time, “They don’t 
need titles. They could be numbered and 
they would still sell.” The vitality of his 
early songs disappeared and he was little 
more than a singing, dancing, romancing 
puppet. 


Everything began to change around 
1967, as he entered into his second 
decade in the big time. He got married in 
May; it lasted six years. He started to put 
on weight. And he got into drugs. And he 
was always a junk food addict. He finally 
quit the movies and went back into the 
concerts. But Elvis, as he admitted 
himself, had just come too far. 


The legend goes that nothing kills 
America’s culture heroes as quickly and 
surely as success. Elvis burned himself 
out as if on schedule. One of his last 
performances was televised and shown 
two months after his death. One reviewer 
wrote; 


It seems to present a pretty accurate 
picture of Presley in the last stages of his 
career, a picture that is at once disturbing, 
yet somehow touching. Any honest 
appraisal of it would find it greatly lacking. 
It is obvious that the years had not treated 
him kindly; his appearance is that of a 
man gone physically to pot, his stomach 
quite literally so. His former smirk has 
become aleer and his attempts at gyrating 
his once famous pelvis would have been 
comical if not so pathetic. Still underneath 
it all, one could discern something of the 
quality that made this man a star. 


His last record, the strangely prophetic 
Way Down was number one on the 
country charts the week of his death. 


Elvis the man will probably always 
remain an enigma, which is as it should 
be. He had a glorious career, despite its 
rapid disintegration during the last 
decade of his life. What a drab world it 
would be if there had never been an Elvis. 
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| saw Elvis Presley for the first time 
on a Saturday afternoon in the early 
Autumn of 1954 in Shreveport, Loui- 
siana. He was then just 19 years old 
and his second record on Sun had just 
been released. He and his entire band 
(which consisted of just two musi- 
cians, Scottie Moore and Bill Black) 
had come to Shreveport to do a guest 
appearance on the Louisiana Hayride, 
a popular live radio show sponsored by 
station KWKH each Saturday night. 


The Hayride had started in the late 
1940s and nearly everybody who was 
anybody was there; Jim Reeves, Webb 
Pierce, Kitty Wells, Slim Whitman, 
Faron Young, Red Sovine. Even Hank 
Williams was there for a few months 
just before he left to go to the Opry. 


| had been born and raised in 
Shreveport which is.in the north- 
western part of the state and at that 
time had a population of perhaps 
150,000. A cousin had taught me to 
play the drums when | was 13 or so and 
| started working in clubs while still in 
high school. In those days | liked the 
big bands—Woody Herman, Stan Ken- 
ton, The Dorseys. | really didn’t care for 
country music until much later when | 
started playing with some small local 
country bands. 


Living in Shreveport at that time was 
a man by the name of Tillman Franks 
who now works with David Houston. 
Then he was a booker who also manag- 
ed Johnny Horton. He was also a 
“power” at the Hayride. He saw meina 
club one night and asked me if | would 
like to join the show as the staff drum- 
mer, but explained that most of the 
country artists didn’t use drums so | 


-would only have to play with those who 


did want them. In other words, | would 
be available. | was then probably 18 or 
19. 


| used to hang around Tillman’s of- 
fice a lot and one day when | was there, 
he said he wanted to play some 
records for me by a new singer from 
Memphis. So | listened to them and | 
said, ‘‘Hey, that’s fine.” “Well” he said, 
“that’s Elvis Presley and he’s coming 
here in a couple of weeks to do a guest 
shot on the Hayride and he may want 
you to play with.” | said, ‘Okay.’ Well 
they did request for me to play with 


them and it was just one of those- 


things, you know—it felt right. 


Elvis was enthusiastic enough that 
he asked me to go out on the road with 
them. They were then playing mainly in 
East Texas where Elvis was pretty hot. 
Scottie played the electric guitar and 
Bill played the “doghouse” bass which 
he would slap and twirl and sometimes 


even ride around on the stage. Both of | 
them were great musicians and they in- . 
vented that early Presley sound that 


was so unique and effective. Elvis 
played rhythm and quite well, | might 
add. | think his rhythm contributed a lot 
to their total sound. Basically | just 
played a heavy backbeat. Bill was also 
a comedian and he and Elvis had a lot 
of routines worked up. Bill was ex- 
tremely good at getting a crown warmed 
up. He was a big part of their show 
for a short time. In addition to guitar, 
Elvis also played a little piano, a little 
organ and a little bass. He even played 
bass on one of his early records. 


In early 1955 we did a tour of the 
Southwest. Later that year—probably 
May or June—we toured through the 
South with Hank Snow ending up in 





Northern Florida. By then he as being 
called THE HILLBILLY CAT. We work- 
ed 7 days a week, traveling in Elvis’ 
cadillac which had a rack up on top of 
it where we carried our equipment. 
Sometimes we'd do a show, then travel 
all night and have to do a show still in 
our riding clothes. 


Elvis was always completely natural 
on stage and | mean right from the very 
beginning. It was always rather amus- 
ing. We were working strictly on coun- 
try shows at that time with people like 
Webb, Slim and Hank, etc—mainly 
package shows with big names. He 


“was considered a country singer then. 


Elvis would always close the first half 
of the show. Then there would be a 20 
minute intermission followed by 
perhaps another act and then the 
headliner. Almost immediately it got so 


| REMEMBER ELVIS 


that they had to make other ar- 
rangements. Nobody could follow 
Elvis. After he did his performance, 
everybody would leave the building and 
try to get his autograph, and there 
would be no audience for the “star.” 
They finally had to let Elvis close the 
show. 


Elvis was tall and very well propor- 
tioned. He was also incredibly hand- 
some. In fact no picture ever captured 
the way he looked in person. He weigh- 
ed maybe 155 or so and although he 
had a big appetite—he loved bacon 
and_all kinds of junk food—there was 
no weight problem. He has so much 
nervous energy, that he worked it off. 


Elvis also had quite a sense of 
humor. He would pull something on 















By D.J. Fontana. . 


you and just laugh his head off. His 
personality was completely different 
off-stage. 


There for a while, he had a big thing 
about pink and black clothes. He was 
always clothes conscious. Even his 
cadillac was pink. 


Elvis always loved gospel music and 
would sing it every chance he got. | 
think he knew every gospel song ever 
written. He also listened to a lot of 
blues singers—people like T-Bone 
Walker and Junior Parker-but we didn’t 
get to listen to much radio while on the 
highway. Bill did not like the radio 
especially when it was playing while he 
was trying to sleep. He would really get 
irritated. So if we had a car that had a 
radio in it, he would literally kick it out 
with his feet. 





Elvis was devoted to his mother. He 
would call her nearly every day when 
we were on the road—sometimes more 
than once. She was the nicest lady | 
ever met. A beautiful woman. And his 
father who was a very handsome man 
was nice too. Everytime we left to go 
out on a tour, she would say to us. 
“You all take care of my boy.” 


| really enjoyed working the road. We 
were all young and all we cared about 
was having fun and none of us worried 
about a thing. Just as. long we had 
somebody to drive the car. 


Radio played a big part in Elvis’ early 
career. Not only did he receive good 
airplay in every town he played, but he 
would always do an interview with the 
local DJ. Within a few months, he had a 
top 10 country hit with BABY, LET’S 
PLAY HOUSE. | hung around Sun 
records quite a lot back then but | don’t 
believe | played on any of the records 
except the last session he did there, 
the one where he did MYSTERY TRAIN. 
In those early days and for several 
years, everything Elvis did was im- 
promptu. He would sit there in the 
studio with a lot of demo tapes or 
acetates and something would strike 
him and he’d say, “That’s a good one, 
let’s do it.” or he might throw 
everything away and say, “Hey, you 
guys, do you remember so and so?” He 
had a fantastic ear for music. 


At this time he was being managed 
and booked by Bob Neal, a radio per- 
sonality on a Memphis station. But 
already Tom Parker was using himona 
lot of package shows, especially with 
Hank Snow, who he was then manag- 
ing. When his contract with Neal ex- 
pired, Tom grabbed him. 


Colonel Parker was flamboyant and 
out-front with everybody. He was an 
old: time carnival pitchman who had 
been around for a long time and knew 
all the ropes. He had managed Eddy Ar- 
noid for 10 years or so before taking 
over Hank Snow’s career. Hank was at 
that time one of the big 5 country 
singers. Tom was a nice man, but a 
businessman. He could go on 3 or 4 
hours of sleep and he could get things 
done when nobody else could. He also 
surrounded himself with good 
people—especially Tom Diskin who 
handled publicity. Oscar Davis was 
also part of the team. Oscar was a 
small man with iron gray hair who 
dressed immaculately in expensive 
suits. (| remember he always wore his 
belt buckle over to the side.) And he 
was sharp in business too. | under- 
stand that it was Oscar who had first 
seen Elvis perform in Memphis and 
recommended him to Parker. Elvis and 
the Colonel seemed to like each other 
but they were not what you would cal! 
“bosom buddies.” But then 25 years 
separated their ages. 


Elvis was getting a lot of bad publici- 
ty along about then and he was at first 
extremely sensitive about it. But the 
Colonel certainly wasn’t concerned. 
He would tell Elvis, ‘‘As long as they 
spell your name right, don’t worry. It’s 
publicity—and it’s FREE. It’s not 
costing us a dime.” The man was 
brilliant and he might have even 
planted some of the stories himself. 
Who knows? : 


From the beginning, Elvis always 
wanted to be in the movies. He got his 
wish. Right after we recorded HEART- 
BREAK HOTEL, we went to New York 
to do the Dorsey tv shows. Hal Wallis, 








the producer, saw him and signed him 
to a contract with Paramount pictures. 
Hal was a nice man and also a good 
businessman. He was on the set nearly 
every day. Parker was never too far 
away either. He always protected all 
his investments. He would also attend 
all the recording sessions, as did Steve 
Sholes, Elvis’ producer. But Steve pret- 
ty much let Elvis do whatever he 
wanted to. 


We always stayed at the Hollywood 
Knickerbocker whenever we went to 
the coast to do the films. Scottie, Bill 
and | worked in all the early ones which 
were shot at several different studios. 
But none of us were that crazy about 
doing them. Actually it was plain bor- 
ing sitting around for hours waiting to 
shoot a small scene. But Elvis loved 
doing movies. 


We met Nick Adams in Hollywood 
and he began traveling with us. Nick 
was a little guy who was just starting 
out too. He later was in the hit TV 
series, THE REBEL. Nick committed 
suicide in the 1960s. When Elvis first 
arrived in Holloywood, a lot of people 
were comparing him to Jimmy Dean 
(killed in a car accident a few months 
previously) who had the reputation of 
being a rebel. In real life, though, Elvis 
was anything but. It was just part of his 
image. 


1958 was a turning point. Elvis got 


drafted in March after receiving a+, 


2-month deferrment to finish: filming 
KING CREOLE. | got married and mov- 
ed back to Shreveport and started play- 
ing clubs again in addition to helping 
my father run his grocery store. | did do 
one 30-day tour with Gene Vincent who 
had a big hit on BE BOP A LULA. Elvis’ 
mother passed away in August. | didn’t 


make it back for the funeral services, 
but | did get there the following day. 


In 1960, Elvis was discharged. | work- 
ed with him on his Frank Sinatra TV 
special and did some charities with 
him in Memphis. But his mind was on 
making movies. So he quit doing the 
personals altogether. Elvis could have 
been a great actor. But he got stuck in 
all those movies where the songs may 
have been different but the plots were 
all the same. 


| moved to Nashville in 1966 at the in- 
sistence of Scottie and started doing a 
lot of session work. Bill Black also 
passed away that year. 


In 1968, | did The Singer Special for 
NBC with Elvis. By then he was getting 
bored with the movies, and wanted to 
get back into performing live. The show 
was something else. There were or- 
chestras, dancers, the whole works. It 
was shot in segments. They’d do an 
hour with one audience, empty the 
house, then do another show for 
another audience. Then it was. all 
edited down to an hour. 


Elvis was loose and up to the job. 
And he never looked better at any time 
in his life. Even a lot of the “outtakes” 
were simply great. He wanted Scottie 
and me to go back on the road with him 
but neither of us really wanted to. Scot- 
tie had his own studio and | was doing 
a tremendous amount of session work. 
Besides we were older and both us had 
families. | wish now that | had gone. 


| saw Elvis for the last time in the 
early 1970s. He was in Nashville at 
RCA and | went over to see him. He still 
looked great. He was wearing a hand- 
ful of beautiful rings and | started kid- 


D. J. FONTANA 


D. |. FONTANA WAS DRUMMER POR ELVIS FROM 1954-1968 


REMEMBERS ELVIS 





ding him about giving me one. Years 
before he had given me a little 
horseshoe ring. We had been at a 
recording session and | was joking 
with him. “That ring sure looks nice, 
Elvis.”’ He said, ‘Thank you.” And after 
the next cut, “Boy that thing is shining 
everywhere.” Well | did that for about 
30 minutes and he finally said, “You 
want to wear this until we get through” 
and | said, “Hey, yeah.” And he said, 
“Here.” and he put it on my finger. 
After the session, | went to him and 
said, “here’s your ring back.” And he 
said, “| tell you what. You keep it and if 
| ever need money, Ill call you and get 
it back.” | said, “Okay.” So here | was 
thinking I’d pull the same thing again. 
But he laughed and said, ‘No, you 
done got me for one ring; | ain’t going 
to give you.no more.” He always had an 
unbelievable memory. Of course he 
knew | was just teasing me. 


It seems kinda ironic that | was at 
Shelby - Singleton’s studio (he had 
bought SUN records) the day that Elvis 
died. My wife and | and our two sons 
flew to Memphis the following day. It 
was total chaos. Thousands were try- 
ing to get a final look at him. 


After the funeral, everybody started 
writing books about him. Most of them 
were trying to dig up whatever dirt they 
could find. One writer kept calling me 
for a month and | kept putting him off. 
Finally | told him, “If you want to hear 
something negative about Elvis 
Presley, you have got the wrong man.” 
| have dozens of those books that peo- 
ple have sent me. | have yet to read the 
first page of any of them. | don’t see 
any sense in it. The man never did 
anything bad to me. He’s not here to 
defend himself. | refuse to comment or 
give any statements on either his sex 
life or his drug problems. Neither is 
anybody’s business. Let him rest in 
peace. And remember him as he was . 
on the stage, a musical genius.. } 


LThis summer RCA is releasing a 
new album called | WAS THE ONE 
which consists of a lot of the early 
songs which had been recorded 
originally in mono. All of the original 
musicians have overdubbed the same 
licks they played back then. It took me 
three days to do my part. | don’t know 
whose idea it was but it was a great 
one. They. spend a lot of money and 1 
think they’ve got a great product. 


Also some businessmen. .have 
discovered some tape recordings of 
Elvis’ early performances on the 
Hayride (some songs have never been 
released) and are packaging them in an 
album which will be sold this Summer. 
Included in the package will be a pic- 
ture book | put together a couple of 
years ago with a lot of unpublished 
photos of Elvis from my private collec- 
tion. In addition there will be a contest 
held where the winner will receive a 
camera that once belonged to Elvis. 
And finally there will be another kind of 
contest in which the winner will get to 
spend the day with me. Any who is in- 
terested in more details should write to 
ELVIS—HAYRIDE. P.O: Box 724677, 
Atlanta, Ga. 30339. 


I’m not really given that much to 
reflection (and efter all a lot of the — 
memories are nearly 30 years old now) 
but sometimes when Scoitie and | get 
together, we do go back to those days. - 
And | certainly am proud and honored — 
to have been a part of the Elvis Presley © 
legend. : x 
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Elvis Presley Museum 
P.O. Box 16911 » Memphis, TN 38116. 


(Color—$5.00, Black and White—$3.00; 8 X 10's. Add $1.00 per order shipping.) 











TOMMY OVERSTREET 


and the NASHVILLE EXPRESS 


YGTED MOST POPULAR 
OURING SHOW IN EUROPE 


19 EUROPEAN TOURS 





TV APPEARANCES 


Johnny Carson Grand Old Country 
Midnight Special in Canada: 
Hee Haw lan Tyson Show 
In Concert Ronnie Phophet's Show 
Pop! Goes The Country Tommy Hunter Show 
Merv Griffin Nashville Alive 
All-Star Anvthing Goes 


PERFORMS 150 DATES 
PER YEAR 
Kaka aR Rake kkk ek 
AUDITORIUMS 
CLUBS 
Now on AM/Records 
New Release Dream Maker 





Phone No. 615-331-9264 
New Address 
F.0. Box 413 

’ Brantwood, TN 37027 





INTERNATIONAL TV APPEARANCES 


Musik !.aden Radio Luxemburg 
Freudie Quinn's _Wembley 








Celebrity Concept : 
Contact Doris M. Lynch 25 CONSECUTIVE 


H. M. Bud Marcant TOP TEN HITS 2 


7 NUMBER 1's 





International Rodeo Association 
“Entertainer of the Year” 
1973, 1980; 1982 





ALABAMA 


The American 
Dream Still 
Works 


They are the Horatio Alger of the 
1980s. In three short years, they have 
gone from total obscurity to the top of 
the heap, even to winning the CMA 
Entertainer of the Year award in 1982 
and that is the BIG one. 

Though many critics still harp about 
their blandness—and in some extreme 
cases, their lack of talent, they persist. 
Millions of fans think they are the 
greatest, so they should worry. 

They are now getting in excess of 
$50,000 a night and promoters are fall- 
ing all over themselves to pay it. Every 
album they’ve released so far has been 
certified gold (at least 500,000 copies) 
or platinum (1 million copies) These 
boys are strong competition right now. 


STUDIO - A 


1500 Division St. 


Live Country Music 


Nashville’s ONLY , 


WORKING RECORDING STUDIO 
AND LOUNGE COMBINED 


FEATURING “EAGLE CREEK” 


(ALABAMA’S Ist DRUMMER!) 

- SHOWTIME: 8 - 10 - 12 P.M. 
ADM: $2° BEER & SETUPS © 

ENJOY COUNTRY MUSIC IN THE SAME 

STUDIO WHERE ALABAMA RECORDED 
THEIR 1st. HIT RECORDS! 
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Southern American Record 
Pressing Company, Inc. 





Custom Record Pressing ~ 
Full Service from Tape to Disc 
All work fully guaranteed 
35 years of experience 


305 11th Ave South 
Nashville, TN 


(Call collect for prices) 


615-256-2521 


Some of the biggest stars of country music press with us. 
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| Watch For Sa New Release On 
STARTRACK RECORDS 


*“Yodel Our Way To 
The @.S.A.”’ 


Featuring Dennis Winters and 
‘‘Yodeling’’ Don Winters 
Don’s Latest Release Is 
“If You Don’t, Somebody Else Will’ 
B/W “Sioux City Sue”’ 


Band & Trio for Music City News Award 


Recs & Fan Club 
Information May Be 
Obtained From 
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bas Bao, Records 2° (Inc. Postage) 
REG Bs 

P.O. Box 2227 Nuleneville, TN 37138, _ For Tour Direction 


Dennis Winters and | ns 615-794-7238 
Don Winters : pate CMI,-P.O. BOX 2227, Nolensville, TN 37135 - 
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Thanks Again For The Nomination of Marty Robbins, - 


Don Winters (Member of Band & Trio) 
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e ITIS NO SECRET « THIS OLD HOUSE 
e REMEMBER ME (I’M THE ONE WHO LOVES YOU) 
e UNTIL THEN © HIS HANDS 
e | WON’T GO HUNTIN’ WITH YOU, JAKE 
e WORKSHOP OF THE LORD 
¢ WHAT CAN | DO FOR MY COUNTRY 
e KNOWN ONLY TO HIM e MY MARY 


Let.it be said up front, I’m partial to Stuart Hamblen, both as a writer and a 
singer; and | have to guard against overenthusiasm while appraising his songs. 
He was truly a genius at weaving words and music together. But somehow he 
never really had the success as a recording artist that he deserved. He was 
probably the single most underrated talent in the music business. His credits 
are more impressive than even those inside the music business are aware of. 
(His female counterpart in this is Cindy Walker). Stuart has been at it for 50 
years now and has given the world many classics. 

Not only was he a writer of stature, he was also one great performer. Some of 
his recordings are just masterpieces. And he simply had no equal at doing 
recitations. Not Red Foley, not Hank Williams, not Jim Reeves, not Jimmy 
Dean (all of whom are great) could top the old Master in that department. 

His versatility as a writer is unquestioned. Only his lack of commercial hits 
rate him lower than some of his contemporaries. It seems ironic that Stuart asa 
performer had only three chart records during his career. His recordings 
always featured a more modern background sound than what was accepted as 
country. His songs were too classy and he never wrote about honky tonks and 
cheating. 

In fact he is better known for his sacred songs than for his country songs 


Stuart had no peer in the sacred field. But Stuart, like Tom T. Hall, wrote . 


anything he wanted to. He was also among the first country writers to have his 
own publishing company. 

Stuart wrote My Mary, his first hit song in 1931. Through the years, it has 
become a standard -- primarily due to the recording by Jimmie Davis. Other 
songs from the 1930’s that stood out include Texas Plaims (1934) and 
Please Be Like Your Daddy (1935). 

In the early and middle 1940's he turned out Lopez The Bandit (1943) and 
Blue Bonnets (1945) but as a writer, he was floundering. 

Things started to change for Stuart in 1949, at the age of 41. He had a big 
chart record with I Won’t Go Huntin’ With You Jake (but I'll go 
chasin’ women). The following year he had a smash hit with I’m The One 
Who Loves You. It was also atop 10 record for Ernest Tubb. And in the early 
1960's, it Was a giant hit for Dean Martin. And it will be a hit again and again in 
the future. Also in 1950, Stuart wrote and recorded It Is No Secret -- one of 
the greatest sacred songs of all time. In addition to his version, there was about 
a dozen or so other recordings of the song in every field -- Country, Pop and R 
& B. None of them charted, but through the years, it has been recorded 
hundreds of time, translated into numerous languages, and performed millions 
of times. 

Stuart had his biggest hit in 1954 with This Old House onRCA Victor. He 
probably sold around half a million, but Rosemary Clooney’s version was a 
monster -- the kind that comes along once in a lifetime. It sold well over two 
million copies and was on the pop charts for literally months. 

The success of It Is No Secret and his conversion to Christianity inspired 
Stuart to write more sacred songs. Some of the best are Until Then, Known 
Only To Him, His Hands, These Things Shall Pass, He Bought My 
Soul At Calvary, Workshop Of The Lord, But For The Grace Of 
God, Help Thou My Unbelief (credited to wife, Suzy), Friends I Know, 
Army Of The Lord, This Ship Of Mine, My Religion’s Not Old 
Fashioned, One Day Nearer Home and How Big Is God? 

Stuart also wrote inspirational and philosophical songs for The Cowb»y 
Church Sunday School such as Open Up Your Heart (and let the 
sunshine in) and The Lord Is Counting On You. 

In addition, Stuart was writing even better strictly commercial songs. Se> > 


of te more prominent ones inciude My Life With You, You’re Always 
Brand New, Just A Man, Don't Fool Around With Calico, Rack Up 
The Balls, Boys, Old Pappy Time anc Goodnight, Mrs. Jones -- one 
of his very best songs. Gene Autry recorded The Three Little Du:arfs 
(Hardrock, Coco and Joe) and Hank Snow had major hits with both 
Mainliner and Born To Be Happy. 

Stuart was an excellent writer of story songs such as The Dandy Of The 
River, The Hanging Of Old Zeb Hatfield, The Price Tag and Green 
Ice. And then there were those great recitations, of course: Black 
Diamond, Old Pappy’s New Banjo, Oklahoma Bill, Big Wicked 
Bill, Grasshopper MacClain are so powerful and touching that they have 
to be listened to, rather than discussed. One of the finest things he ever wrote 
was The Last Cowboy. 

In 1961, he wrote a very moving patriotic song called What Can I Do For 
My Country. And there are two others that are strangely haunting and very 
beautiful: Through Autumn's Coming On and The Silent Guest. And 
finally | want to mention the very moving and philosophical Unborn To 
Time. It is a work of art. 

In the early 1960's, like many other writers of his era, Stuart chose to go into 
semi-retirement rather than try to adapt to the new country music that was 
emerging, which he neither liked or understood. But his legacy to country 
music will live forever. 
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SYLVIA 


Making 
Temperatures 
Rise 


Right before our eyes, Sylvia has 
developed from just another adequate 
vocalist into a superstar. Overnight 
this talented lady from illinois has 
moved from first base all the way to 
home plate. She even had a million 
seller with NOBODY. 

The $64 question now is WHERE 
DOES SHE GO FROM HERE? The 
movies? Her own TV show? Sylvia's 
beauty (both of face and figure) is ex- 
ceptional—the type that never fails to 
make temperatures rise (for obviously 
different reasons) depending on 
whether the onlookers are men or 
women. 

Frankly we see her as one of the 
country’s very biggest stars of the 
1980s, capable of giving any of her 
competition a run for their money. 


7 Custom Records & Tapes inc 





COVER DESIGN — LP & 45 PRESSING 
CASSETTE AND EIGHT TRACK MANUFACTURING 


e CRT offers complete custom packaging on all orders. 











e Jackets, record label or tape labels designed by our complete, in- 
house art department. 






e Quality, customer service, expediency and close personal attention are 
guaranteed in the manufacturing of your order. 





¢ Take advantage of what Nashville has to offer! Producer, studios, 
musicians and singers. 






e CAT's pticing is very competitive in the custom market. We strive to 
keep our prices as low as possible, maintaining the highest quality. 






e CRT is committed to provide the best services. Our customers deserve 
and expect no less. 


Call for personal quote today our TOLL FREE NUMBER 1-800-453-2533 
In Tennessee call (615) 320-0517 ® 320-1115 © 320-1270 
or write 
CRT, CUSTOM RECORDS & TAPES, INC. ® 63 MUSIC SQUARE WEST ¢ NASHVILLE, TN. 37203 
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RONNIE 
MILSAP 


Country’s 
Newest Pop 
Singer 


They all seem to want to do it and 
most of them eventually try. Go Pop 
that is. As soon as a country artist gets 
well enough established (they think) in 
the country field, they want to attract 
that larger (but extremely fickle) au- 
dience of contemporary music. It’s 
risky at best and most of them fall flat 
on their faces. 

The latest star to try is Ronnie 
Milsap. He’s already flirted with the no- 
tion several times in the past with ANY 
DAY NOW and IT WAS ALMOST LIKE A 
SONG. Now he’s gone all out with his 
latest album. 

But will he like the proverbial moth 
get a little too close to the flame? Time 
will tell. Already his new POP single, 
STRANGER IN MY HOUSE, is already 
in the top 10 in Billboard country 
charts. Good luck, Mr. Milsap. 
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BLACK & WHITE | Rose Guitars 
i e Authorized Gib 
GLOSSIES 24-HOUR SERVICE | : ee Fretted Instrument Repair Rapa Station ag 
WALT MASSEY’S ; | ¢ Pearl Inlay e Authorized Dealer for 

705 18th Ave. So. * Refinishing C Made Guitar Barcus-Berry, Schecter 
Nashville, TN 37203 | ustom Made Guitars and Seymour Duncan. 

615/327 402% | Designed & Constructed S 
wages 615-822-6818 Acoustic & Electric 1080 W. Main St. 





SERVICE, INC. Hendersonville, TN 37075 














ExPRESS 


| Your Record Direct To 
Major and Secondary Radio Stations 
TALLMADGE MAILING SERVICE 


38 Music Square East No.117 


Nashville, TN 37203 
242~7587 


Contact: BARBARA ~ 


Kitty Wells, Johnny Wright & 
Bobby Wright 
Freddie Hart 
Hank Snow 
Stella Parton 
Tommy Overstreet 
“Big” Al Downing 
Jean Shepard 
Ronnie Dove 
Sheb Wooley/Ben Colder 
James Monroe & Tennessee Thunder 
Susan Merideth, Aaron Russell with 
Quick Change 
Sweetwater 
Mary Lou Turner 
Pee Wee King, Redd Stewart & 
The Collins Sisters 
Jan Howard 
The Johnny Patton Show 
O.B. McClinton 
Blue Ridge & The Blue Ridge Band 

































264 Old Hickory Blvd. ¢ Madison, TN 37115 
(615) 865-6602 















Join 
Mary Lou Turner, Debbie Chasteen 
Stu Phillips, Jack Greene and Don King 


ona 
Country Music Tour to Israel 
November 14-23, 1983 
$1659.00 Deluxe From New York 
$1469.00 First Class From New York 


8 Miles on Dickerson Road 
1/4 Mile From Old Hickory Road 


These great country entertainers have 

been invited by the Israel Government 

Tourist Office and The Association for 

Promoting Tourism in Israel to be special 

guest performers at two major country 
’ music concerts in Israel. 

Come along and join this exciting and 
fun filled tour to the beautiful Holy Land. 
You will visit Bethlehem, Jerusalem, 
Nazareth and even take a boat ride on the 
Sea of Galilee. Plus many more enriching 
sights of Israel. 


Dancing Nightly 
Fine Foods Ofen7 Days 
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Lee Flatt and his 
Sugar Creek Band 
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RSS ee 
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Tickets to both Performances Included 
For more Information call or write to: 
hville Heritage Tours, Inc. 
P.O. Box 140166 
Nashville, Tenn. 37214 
(615) 889-5540 


Sponsored by 
Israel Government Tourist Office 
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Nashville, Tennessee 
615-868-0642 














Megas Engineering 
For Sound Perfection 


THE & 
BEST OF 
BROADWAY 


: The Barn Dinner Theatre 
8204 Highway 100 
Nashville, TN 37221 

Call (615) 646-3111 


115 Opry Alley 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219 
(615) 244-2159 





Repairs on all Amps, P.A.’s, 
Sound Systems, Speakers, Stereo, 
Hifi/Custom Modification/ Custom 

Design & Manufacturing 





1983 Play Schedule 


° Jun. 14-Jul. 2 — Mornings at 7 
12 years with Sho-Bud Amps Jul. 5-Aug. 13 — They're Playing Our Song 


Aug. 16-Sep. 3 — God's Favorite 
. | Sep. 6-Sep. 24 — Sweet Charity 
Free estimates Sep. 27-Oct. 15 — The Subject Was Roses 
Oct. 18-Nov. 5 — Come Blow Your Horn 


We specialize in Sho-Bud Amps Nov. 8-Dec. 31 — Camelor 








BURLAP & SATIN 
DOLLY PARTON RCA 


Before she decided to try her hand at POP music and making movies, Dolly was 
well on her way to becoming the greatest country singer of them all—not only 
because of her vocal ability but also those lovely songs like MY BLUE RIDGE 
MOUNTAIN BOY, WE USED TO, TENNESSEE MOUNTAIN HOME, COAT OF 
MANY COLORS and IN THE GOOD OLD DAYS. She’s made it big in both Pop 
music and motion pictures, she’s rich and a household word (so we're not say- 
ing she made a mistake) and this album will sell just as many copies as if it con- 
tained 10 good songs. 





GUS 
GUS HARDIN RCA 


Gus Hardin had a top 10 record on her first single (AFTER THE LAST GOODBYE) 
which is almost unheard of these days. Of course she is on RCA, not a small in- 
_ dependent label. Seldom has any newcomer received as much advance press 
‘and publicity. It will be interesting to see what she does in the next few months, 
to see if she can measure up to all the accolades she’s been getting. There's no 
doubt about her ability but ability is not always the only requirement for suc- 
cess. Oh, by the way, the lady is a looker. 


| WAS THE ONE 








ELVIS PRESLEY RCA 


It doesn’t seem possible but all of the songs on this album were recorded over 
25 years ago by the late great Rock/country legend and listening to them again 
only gives added proof (as if any were needed to those who objectively study 
music) that Elvis was really more country than rock or blues all along. Included 
here is that wonderful DON’T, MY BABY LEFT ME, YOUNG AND BEAUTIFUL 
and of course the title song which we always considered to be one of his all- 
time best songs and finest performances. 


NASHVILLE BEER GARDEN ; 
ANDY BADALE AND THE BEER GARDEN.BAND .  Ranwood 


This album probably won't have the Success it deserves which is a shame as 
it is most appealing: The songs are happy, yet hauntingly beautiful and 
nostalgic. Of the 15 here, most of them are originals by Andy Badale and veteran 
songwriter Frank Stanton. They are also the producers. Some of the better cuts 
are THANKS FOR THE RIDE ON THE MERRY-GO-ROUND, SILVER SOMBRERO, 
SWEET MILWAUKEE ROSE, ACAPOLKA, MINNESOTA, and then a nice version 
of the old George M. Cohen GIVE MY REGARDS TO BROADWAY. Try to find a 
copy. 





Country Pride Restaurant 
Family Dining 


Featuring Daily Smorgasbord 
(All You Can Eat) 


All You Can Eat Daily Specials 
Midnight Madness Buffets 
Breakfast Bar Friday and Saturday 12 Midnight - 12 Noon 


We Are Open 24 Hours A Day 
Live Entertainment (Tuesday - Saturday) 
Opry Stars Welcome 
Souvenir Shop Convenience Store 
Gas, Maps, Souvenir Cards 














(Tour Buses and Canadians Welcome) 


“Visit Us Soon!” 


Truckstops of America 


111 North 1st Street 
Nashville, TN 
(615) 244-3682 
This is worth 10% off any meal 
Country Pride Restaurant 
Nashville, Tennessee 











SOME OF THE UP AND COMING ARTISTS 
MIKE HAS PRODUCED ARE — 


Artists who have recorded at 
. THE SHOCK HOUSE-- 
LIZ AND LYNN ANDERSON S BILL CARMACK 


JACK BARLOW = LSS MONTE BLACK 


at ass sent fitia 
ROY HALL Se meeey JAMIE MITCHELL 





LEONA WILLIAMS 
PEGGY SUE AND SONNY WRIGHT 
FARON YOUNG 


AND MANY OTHERS 


MIKE’S TRACK RECORD AS AN 
ENGINEER INCLUDES — 
10 GOLD ALBUMS 
6 PLATINUM ALBUMS 
1 DOUBLE ALBUM 
AND 


| THE DRIFTING COWBOYS 
j 
i 


Artists Mike has engineered 


CHET ATKINS 
WAYLON JENNINGS 
WILLIE NELSON 
DOLLY PARTON 
ELVIS PRESLEY 
CHARLEY PRIDE 


AND 
1 TRIPLE PLATINUM ON WAYLON’S 
GREATEST HITS 


920 19th Avenue South 
Nashville, Tennessee 37212 - 


(615) 320-1733 
(615) 327-3595 














The ultimate in luxury ... Fluid Body Veil, ultra rich, inten- 
sive care lotion for your body’s complexion and protection... 
to keep your skin looking softer, smoother, more vibrant For- — 
mulated with luxurious, natural, pecious Oil of Mink... so 


GREAT SONG DEMOS 


“Your songs deserve the best” 





° - Free Information— Professional Demos 

ters a y 

eee — — Maes Lead Sheets, Recordings, Newsletter. 

& Pp quay. Male and Female Vocalist. Piedmont 

song demos at reasonable Recording, P.O. Box 158 (1), Clinton, SC 
prices call or write: 29325. 


Sound Trax... Wholesale—Belt Buckles, Belts, Hat 


Recording Studios & Pins and Wallets. Over 900 Buckles to 
Production Services choose from. For 24 page color cata- 
1626 Glenwood Ave. log, send $4.00 refundable on first 
So ae order to: America Unlimited, P.O. Box 
9521, Wichita, Kansas 67277-0521. 
OVER 11 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


close to your own body oils. Smooth over entire body, giving 
special care to dry, red and rough areas. Your skin will respond 
and feel smoother almost instantly. Use regularly after bath, 
after sunbathing . . . anytime. Only $7.95, 8 fl. oz. Order from 
SMC, Box 12229, Florence, SC 29504. 


WHITE BLUFF BAR-B-QUE 


Hwy. 70 E., WHITE BLUFF, TN. 


















UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP...OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AUTOGRAPHED PHOTOS! Many of 


your favorite Country Entertainers and 


4200 CELEBRITY Celebrities send free personally auto- 
ADDRESSES graphed photos if you write directly to 
them! 500 Home Addresses, $3.00. Allen 
Thompson, 486 Marywood Dr., Alpena, 
Write to your favorite celebrities at MI 49707. 
their exclusive personal address. All 
4200 are verified current addresses of 
top Movie, T.V.. Sports. Recording. 
Literary and Political Celebrities. The Find friend, love, companionship. Send 
positive answer for photo & auto- stamp for info. to Magic Club, P.O. Box 
graph collectors! Send $2.00 for list of 82, Marion, Ind. 46952. 
names to: 


SERVING FRESH HICKORY PIT BAR-B-QUE 








DELICIOUS SPARE RIBS... 
COMPLETE BAR-B-QUE DINNERS SERVED WITH 
VEGETABLES AND CORNBREAD 

SANDWICHES, SIDE ORDERS, HOME MADE PIES 


















LOCATED 18 MILES FROM NASHVILLE: 
'5 MILES WEST OF MONTGOMERY BELL 
STATE PARK ON HIGHWAY 70 EAST 
TAKE EXIT 96 FROM 1-40 W 


A.C.S. ee Sa 


1765 N. Highland Ave.. #434 Dept. CM] Free Information—Professional 
Hollywood, C.4 90028 Demos, Lead Sheets, Recordings, 
After purchasing list of names Newsletter. Male and Female Vocalist. 
desired addresses are 50¢ each. Piedmont Recording, P.O. Box 158 ((), 
Clinton, SC 29325. 





“COUNTRY STARS LOVE THIS BAR-B-QUE” 







FOR CARRY OUT ORDERS CALL 797-9214 
JOE RAHMAN, OWNER 


Music Factory Outlet 


230 Roberta Dr. 
Hendersonville, TN 37075 


Sells at wholesale prices on original artists. 
Send for free catalog. 






Singers— Bands—Writers! 


Would you like to record in Nashville? 
Let us help you get on a national label. 
Recording, promotion and national 
distribution. 


The ultimate in luxury . . . Fluid Body Veil, ultra rich, in- 
tensive care lotion for your body’s complexion and pro- 
tection . . . to keep your skin looking softer, smoother, 
more vibrant. Formulated with luxurious, natural, pre 
cious Oil of Mink . . . so close to your own body oils. 
Smooth over entire body, giving special care to dry, red 
and rough areas. Your skin will respond and feel smoother 
almost instantly. Use regularly after bath, after sun- 
bathing .. . anytime. Only $7.95, 8 fl. oz. Order from SMC, 
Box 12229, Florence, SC 29504. 


Nashville American Records 
P.O. Box 8798 
Nashville, TN 37207 
Tele: (615) 242-5001 











FULL COLOR GIFT CATALOG 


| 
Falking Bible Company presents. .. | 14K Gold Jewelry, Sterling Silver, Rings, Necklaces, 
| 





The World’s Best Selling Book Earrings, Watches, Radios, Stereos, TVs, Tools, 
. Many Household Items. All for a Fantastic Savings 
in this Catalog. } 
Many Beautiful Gifts For All Occasions 


The @ 
Bible.. 







CASSETTE TAPE 








we $QQ95 Send $3.00 To CRYSTAL ENTERPRISE’S 
Send Check Or Five Popular Translations to choose from | r 0. BOX 23186 
Money Order * KING JAMES VERSION » NEW AMERICAN sete Michig 1 48909 
a VERSION » LIVING BIBLE VERSION | } 7 
P.O Bor 390462 ¢ REVISED STANDARD VERSION _ 


| Niaehiolie TA! 372OS — 615-292-0734 


FULL $3.00 REFUND ON FIRST ORDER- 






5) 
© 


Yosiourey Aef Aq 0}04g 


GOOOCOGOOOGOOOOOOOGOOOOOOOOOOE 


GOO©OOO 


Available On 





Records & Tapes 


©© 


Royce Barry’s New Album is a Smash 


Royce Barry has been in the music business for 22 years. 


His new LP and 45 titled 
“Pair of 38's” 
On Part II Record Label 


The LP will be released June 1, 1983. 
The 45 single called “Pair of 38's” will be released May 18, 1983. 


Royce Barry is out of Fort Payne, Alabama. He is originally from Oklahoma. 
Royce Barry is being booked out of Nashville, Tennessee. ; 
Contact Mike Shockley 
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Shockhouse ‘ 
920 19th Avenue South 6) 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 6) 
Phone: (615) 320-1733 e 
©) 
Album produced by Mike Shockley © 


Executive Producer Frank Martin 
Activities Coordinator Barrett King 
Album includes: 


e Pair of 38’s ® My Girl e One Last Weekend © It Don’t Bother You At All ¢ The Blue in Your Eyes 
° I've Got a Flame © Honky Tonk Crazy ¢ Ugha, Ugha, Wuga, Buga ® Southland ¢ Horses Scare the Hell Out of Me 


By many critics at a playback party the album was voted to be a hit. Guests at the party were: 
Dean Dillon ® Tanya Tucker ® Ted Harris ¢ Hillous Butrum ¢ Buck Moore 
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